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CARLO ACUTIS 
 
 
In 2023, Barney and I enjoyed a visit to the Italian city of Assisi, and we 
noticed in a lot of the side chapels of the churches there were framed 
photos of a teenage boy in modern clothes, surrounded by candles and 
seemingly a figure of devotion. We discovered later that his name was 
Carlo Acutis. 
 
Carlo Acutis was born in London in 1991 but grew up in Italy. He enjoyed 
football, computer games, and spending time with friends—much like any 
other teenager. But he also had a strong Christian faith which shaped the 
way he lived his short life. 
 
Carlo loved attending church and especially valued Holy Communion. He 
once said, “The Eucharist is my highway to heaven.” He combined this 
devotion with a love of technology, using his computer skills to create a 
website that collected stories of miracles from around the world. He want-
ed to share his faith in ways people of his generation could easily under-
stand. 
 
At just fifteen years old, Carlo was diagnosed with leukaemia. He accept-
ed his illness bravely and died in 2006. Many people who knew him were 
struck by his kindness, his humour, and his cheerful trust in God. His story 
spread quickly, inspiring people far beyond his own community. 
 
In 2020, Carlo was declared “Blessed” by the Roman Catholic Church. 
This is called beatification—a way of recognising that someone has lived a 
life of remarkable goodness and faith. It is the step before sainthood. On 
Sunday 7th September, after two miracles attributed to him and his pray-
ers were finally confirmed, he was officially canonised as Saint Carlo 
Acutis - the first person born in the 1990s to be given this honour. 
 
Carlo’s story is a reminder that young people should never be underesti-
mated. Even in his short life, he showed that faith, compassion, and crea-
tivity can flourish in someone so young. He reminds us that teenagers are 
capable of remarkable things, not just in school or sport, but also in the 
way they care for others and live out what they believe. 
 
We are pleased to say there are many inspiring young people in our Min-
istry Area already – from our regular Youth Bible Study attendees, to 
Shirenewton church’s new organist, to a baptism candidate preparing for 
this November. Please keep them in your prayers, encourage them if you 
encounter them, and perhaps even be willing to learn from their example! 
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“SURVIVING A SABBATICAL” - FOR US WHO REMAIN! 
 
It may surprise you to learn that all clergy are encouraged to take sabbati-
cals every 7-10 years, as an opportunity for rest, retreat, recreation and 
renewal. ‘Sabbatical’ is rooted in the ancient Israelite intention to let farm-
land lie fallow for one year in every seven. This instruction was not only 
good practice for agriculture, community provision and biodiversity, it ar-
ticulated the deeper concept of ‘Sabbath’, the idea that timely rest and 
recreation are, in themselves, godly. 
 
Sabbaticals are not annual leave or extended holidays - a cleric is still enti-
tled to their full annual leave allowance during the same year as a Sabbat-
ical. The Sabbatical is very much part of their vocation to the parish. It is 
a God-ordained period of withdrawal, rest and prayer, in order to revitalise 
them for their daily life in ministry when they return. 
 
Barney, John, Fr Michael and Zoe wholeheartedly support Philip’s sabbati-
cal, as do our Lay Worship Leaders, which is why everyone has committed 
to offering more cover and leading more services than would be normal. 
 
However, this does not mean that everything will stay the same as if Philip 
had not left at all!  Being a full clergy member down on the team will 
have, and is designed to have, an impact.  
 
Sabbaticals, for those of us ‘left behind’, give us an opportunity to reflect 
on the things we are truly grateful for in our churches, and to grow in pa-
tience, kindness, and generosity. We have already witnessed this among 
our lay and ordained colleagues stepping up and doing even more; but we 
also need churches to be gracious and understanding that this is a ‘fallow 
time’, where less can be done, and to be accepting that that is ok.  
 
This also happens to combine with Fr Chris taking a step back in order to 
begin a more permanent move to France.  This means that, for example - 
if you feel you don’t see Barney or Zoe enough on the current rota 
‘rotation’ - then I’m afraid you will be seeing even less of us over the next 
few months, as we add an average of 4 more services each week into that 
rotation! But instead you may well have the joy of hosting the Bishop or 
an Archdeacon, who have also offered to step in occasionally for us. 
 
We look forward to being back to full capacity (with Fr Chris on an ad hoc 
basis) as we move into Advent and Christmas. 
 
If you have any questions, or wish to offer additional help in any way, 
please get in touch. 
 
Revds Zoe & Barney Pimentel 
 



       5 

 

VISIT TO SHIRENEWTON BY THE ARCHBISHOP OF WALES 
 

Sunday, 14th September 2025 
 
A very unusual event took place on Sunday 14th September 2025 when the 
Archbishop of all Wales came to Shirenewton Church and took the Sunday 
morning service.  Not only is the Most Reverend Cherry Vann the Archbish-
op of Wales but remains also the Bishop of Monmouth based at St Woolos 
Cathedral, Newport.  The Most Reverend Cherry Vann took the 10 am ser-
vice at Shirenewton on her own and despite having to leave almost imme-
diately at the end of the service for another commitment she managed to 
shake hands with everyone in the congregation and to speak with most of 
the congregation at the end of the service. Despite a number of the regu-
lar congregation being away abroad the church was two thirds full and a 
lot of hands to shake! Fittingly, the Archbishop was able to congratulate 
Sally Saysell on her 23 years as the Vicar’s Church Warden for Shirenew-
ton Church. Sally stood down as Church Warden recently and Aileen Dog-
gett has taken over this role. There are two Church Wardens – the other 
being Andrew Baker who is the People’s Church Warden. 
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PEN PRTRAIT—JEZ PIPER 
 

My name is Jez Piper, and I am an 
Ordinand in the Church in Wales on 
the 2-year pathway to ordination. I’ll 
be studying full-time at St Padarn’s 
Institute in Cardiff and am really excit-
ed to be on placement with you all in 
the Severn Wye Ministry Area on a 
Sunday and Monday until May 2027. 
A little bit about me – I am husband 
to Marianne, father to two daughters 
– Bethany (22) and Freya (18), and 
also doggy-dad to our 3 ½ year old 
golden labrador, Ember. 
 

I come from a hugely varied career in 
education: teaching in and leading 
both community and Church Primary 
and Secondary Schools in England and 
Wales. I am a musician: I’ve been a chorister, and I play lots of different 
stringed and percussion instruments; and I am also privileged to sing in 
the BBC National Chorus of Wales. I have a keen interest in carpentry and 
enjoy making things out of wood (even if I’m not very good!); I love being 
in and doing things outside – walking and hiking, and we love going on 
archaeological digs… I’m even a qualified Archery GB instructor! 
 

I’ve been a member of the Mon-
mouth Diocese for more than 20 
years and have been actively in-
volved in lay leading in a number 
of different contexts from Morning 
Prayer and Evensong through 
leading assemblies, writing and 
leading youth services, holiday 
clubs and camps, to contemporary 
worship in café-services; and sup-
porting people to explore lay lead-
ership and different ways to ap-
proach sung worship in services. 
… and Jez is short for ‘Jeremy’, 
but I haven’t been known as that 
since I was 7… or unless I’m in 
trouble!  
 

I am really looking forward to be-
ing able to get to know everyone 
in the ministry area, and to play-
ing a small part in the great works 
that you are already doing.  
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SHIRENEWTON COMMUNITY COUNCIL 
 

Please find extracts from the minutes of the monthly meeting held 1st  
September 2025 
 

Public Participation:  
S Todd discussed works that had been completed in regard to Plan-
ning matter DM/2025/0092, safety changes to the gate & access to 
field. 

 

Items for Planning – 4 Items   
 

DM2025/01018 –  Front double storey extension, rear dormer extension 
and rear porch - The Rosary Earlswood NP16 6AS 
The Rosary is on the top road from Shirenewton to Gaerllwyd, the first 
house before the dip down to the crossroads. It is a bungalow with a rear-
ward dormer roof section, laid out with living room, kitchen, dining room, 
2 ground floor bedrooms (1 ensuite) bathroom and utility. Upstairs is a 
further bedroom bathroom and study/bedroom. The house sits in a sub-
stantial plot. The front faces across the upper reaches of the Mounton 
stream and is prominent in the landscape.  
 

Externally, the existing roof ridge line will be increased from approx 5.6m 
to 6.5m to accommodate 2 large fully glazed gables at the front. The orig-
inal side entrance is relocated to the rear with the addition of a porch, the 
existing narrow side rear 2 storey extension is to be matched with a 2 sto-
rey extension to the front adding a further 2m to the depth of the house. 
The internal volume will increase by 39%.       
 

Roofs are to be finished in slate, the flat roof having a standing seam; the 
walls will be stonework, render and anthracite grey cladding, and windows 
with dark grey upvc. There will be a new shrub bed in front of the house 
and a hedgehog house. There is no comment on bats or other protected 
species. 
 

The proposal would alter the internal layout to place all 4 bedrooms (2 
ensuite) upstairs and provide a snug and an office/study downstairs.  
Councillors may wish to consider :                                                                                           
a) the impact on the landscape of the higher roof ridge and large gables 
which will be prominent to view from the road and across the valley                                                          
b) whether the increase in volume at 39% is justified, given that the 
house already provides (in effect) 4 bedrooms and two bathrooms plus 
study.           

c) Policy H6 requires the protection of the character of the countryside by 
making extensions subordinate to the existing building and to respect its  
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existing form including the pattern and shape of openings and materials. 
Although the existing building is not a traditional farmhouse, its structure 
might be considered typical of the residences constructed over the last 
century in the locality.                                                                                        
d) the proposed exterior finish colours. 
 

Recommendation: Objection on the grounds that : 
1. The proposed mass of the design and in particular the excessively 
prominent gables the ridges of which are as high as the main roof ridge 
which is itself to be raised by approx 1m are not subordinate to the exist-
ing building. 
2. The design, particularly of the fully glazed gables together with the ex-
cessive increase in volume and footprint, imposes an uncharacteristic 
dominance over the open countryside and would be clearly visible from 
the public highway and beyond. The proposed gable windows bear no 
resemblance to the existing house nor to the neighbouring properties and 
the original form of the dwelling is unrecognisable. 
3. Insufficient details are given in regard to the external timber finishes 
including paint colours, landscaping, bats and other protected species 
known to inhabit in the vicinity, and external lighting.  In particular, no 
details have been given for the use of a specialist glass coating to prevent 
bird strikes on the glazed gables. 
SCC reserved the right to make additional comments when these further 
details are provided. 
Cllrs voted unanimously to object.  
 

DM/2025/01069  single storey extension which is effectively a porch to 
our front door area and a utility room behind the porch; dormer conver-
sion with rear ground and first floor extension – Willowbrae 8 Orchard 
Rise Shirenewton 
Willowbrae is a dormer bungalow with a kitchen/diner, living room, study, 
bathroom and 1 bedroom downstairs, with a further 2 bedrooms and a 
toilet upstairs. 
 

SCC considered a previous application DM/2024/00643 in June last year , 
and raised no objections save for requesting clarification of the materials 
and colours or a condition requiring these to be the same as existing.  A 
neighbour registered an objection to the then proposed dormer windows 
to the front due to privacy concerns and the design was subsequently 
amended and approved by MCC.  
 

The current proposal adds a porch and utility room on the front to the left 
hand side of the building.   As in the previous application the kitchen/diner 
is to be enlarged at the rear under a new gable roof which now shares the 
same ridge height of 6m as the main roof, allowing the extra bedroom 
with en suite upstairs. The recessed glazing on the rear elevation’s gable 
end proposed in the previous application has now been removed, and re-
placed with flush glazing on the gable end. A pitched roof dormer window 
is to be added also at the rear. The east facing ground floor rooms will 
have the windows replaced with patio doors. 
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There is a public sewer in the vicinity of the property though it is not 
thought the extensions will encroach within 3m. Welsh Water have how-
ever asked that no additional surface water be drained into the public 
sewer. 
 

The property borders onto part of the Gwent Wildlife Trust’s fields from 
the rear elevation. 
 

Councillors have the opportunity to give fresh consideration to the applica-
tion and may wish to consider in the context of the neighbouring proper-
ties gardens and the fields whether the proposal satisfies Planning policy 
DES1 (set out in annex 1 below) which requires developments to : 
 

a) maintain reasonable levels of privacy and amenity of occupiers of 
neighbouring properties,                                 
b) respect built and natural views and panoramas where they in-
clude ...attractive or distinctive built environment or landscape foster in-
clusive design;                                                                                                              
c) ensure that existing residential areas characterised by high standards of 
privacy and spaciousness are protected from overdevelopment and insen-
sitive or inappropriate infilling.  
 

Councillors may also wish to have further detail on exterior finishes and 
colours, and the landscaping scheme, together with further consideration 
of the fully glazed gable and the number of roof lights impacting on the 
neighbouring properties, birds bats and other nocturnal fauna and the 
night sky. 
 

Recommendation: Objection on the grounds that : 
1. The proposal, particularly the dominant glazed gable end, does not con-
form to policy DES1 as it does not maintain reasonable levels of privacy 
and amenity of neighbouring properties nor respect the natural views and 
panoramas.                                                                                                                   
2. Insufficient details are given in regard to the external finishes including 
roofs, materials, paint colours, landscaping, and lighting.                                                                  
3. The recessed glazing on the rear elevation’s gable end proposed in the 
previous application has now been removed and replaced with flush glaz-
ing on the gable end. No details have been given for the use of a special-
ist glass coating to prevent bird strikes on the dominant glazed gable. 
SCC reserves the right to make additional comments when these further 
details are provided. Cllrs voted unanimously to object.  
 

DM/2025/00902 - Change of Use application – Gaerllwyd Farm 
Councillors will recall this application is submitted by fellow Councillor G 
Todd in relation to his field at the Gaerllwyd Crossroads for change of use 
from agricultural to equine, with construction of an L shaped stable block 
and hard standing. The entrance to the field is on the junction and the 
hard standing of some 500sqm will enable vehicles to pull off the road and 
turn to exit forward. There is some ranch fencing to secure the horses 
during vehicle movements. 
 

MCC Highways initially expressed concern that the field gate should be set 
back some 6-12m from the highway to allow vehicles to pull off the high 
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way or leave before having to open/ close the gate, and to form the ac-
cess a short distance further south from the road junction for greater 
safety.  Councillors raised no objection subject to MCC Highways first ob-
jection.  
 

Revised plans have now been submitted which show the field entrance 
still at the crossroads but with the field gate set back 8.2m to allow 6m 
horse van to pull in off the road. Inside the gate there will be a turning 
area sufficient to allow vehicles to be turned to permit forward facing exit.  
MCC Highways have yet to comment further. Councillors may consider : 
a) Highways earlier suggestion to move the entrance further away from 
the crossroads, opposite the chapel or beyond, also had safety considera-
tions having limited visibility being on the inside of the bend in the road.           
b) Whether some hedging on either side of the field entrance should be 
removed to improve highway visibility.   
 

Recommendation:  
No objection subject to planning conditions providing for  
a) a traffic mirror as proposed by the applicant  
and  
b) keeping the hedging adjacent to the field entrance trimmed back to 
ensure clear vision for vehicles entering and leaving the field. 
Cllrs voted unanimously no objection with Cllr Todd abstaining  
 

DM/2024/00456 – Reconsultation - Demolition of cottage and out-
buildings, construction of replacement dwelling, replacement of corrugat-
ed iron parking shed with double garage/bat loft, bin store and excavation 
for pond at Ostrey Bully Hole Road Earlswood. 
 

SCC considered this application in May last year and objected in the fol-
lowing terms : 
 

Objection on the grounds that the proposed house is too prominent in its 
setting given : 
1.its visibility from the B4325 and  
2. the roof ridge height being 2.2m (plus chimney) above the existing 
house roof ridge height, consequent upon the existing house being 1 ½ 
storeys and the new house being 2 storeys 
3. the lack of compatibility of the utilitarian appearance of the new house 
with the surrounding traditional Monmouthshire farm building landscape, 
particularly in the scenic upper reaches of the Mounton valley.  
 

County Councillor Louise Brown also objected and attended a site meet-
ing, the outcome of which can be considered in Monday's meeting.   For 
the assistance of Councillors the summary from the meeting last year is 
set out in annex 2 below. 
Annex 1 
Planning Policy DES1 - General Design Considerations  
All development should be of a high quality sustainable design and re-
spect the local character and distinctiveness of Monmouthshire’s built, 
historic and natural environment.  
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Development proposals will be required to:                                                                                   
a) ensure a safe, secure, pleasant and convenient environment that is ac-
cessible to all members of the community, supports the principles of com-
munity safety and encourages walking and cycling;                               
b) contribute towards sense of place whilst ensuring that the amount of 
development and its intensity is compatible with existing uses;                                                              
c) respect the existing form, scale, siting, massing, materials and layout of 
its setting and any neighbouring quality buildings;                                                                          
d) maintain reasonable levels of privacy and amenity of occupiers of 
neighbouring properties, where applicable; e) respect built and natural 
views and panoramas where they include historical features and / or at-
tractive or distinctive built environment or landscape;                                                                      
f) use building techniques, decoration, styles and lighting to enhance the 
appearance of the proposal having regard to texture, colour, pattern, du-
rability and craftsmanship in the use of materials;                                            
g) incorporate and, where possible enhance existing features that are of 
historical, visual or nature conservation value and use the vernacular tradi-
tion where appropriate;                                                                                       
h) include landscape proposals for new buildings and land uses in order 
that they integrate into their surroundings, taking into account the appear-
ance of the existing landscape and its intrinsic character, as defined 
through the LANDMAP process. Landscaping should take into account, and 
where appropriate retain, existing trees and hedgerows;                                                                      
i) make the most efficient use of land compatible with the above criteria, 
including that the minimum net density of residential development should 
be 30 dwellings per hectare, subject to criterion l) below ;                                      
j) achieve a climate responsive and resource efficient design. Considera-
tion should be given to location, orientation, density, layout, built form and 
landscaping and to energy efficiency and the use of renewable energy, 
including materials and technology;                                                                                          
k) foster inclusive design;                                                                                                  
l) ensure that existing residential areas characterised by high standards of 
privacy and spaciousness are protected from overdevelopment and insen-
sitive or inappropriate infilling.  
Annex 2 
Ostrey is situated off the Usk Road in the upper reaches of the Mounton 
valley. According to the Design & Access Statement, Ostrey is a one bed 
detached farmworkers dwelling constructed in the late 1800s set in its own 
grounds within 11 acres of agricultural land. It is double-fronted with 1.5 
storeys, the upper windows being set immediately below the low eaves 
line. Single storey extensions have been made to the sides and rear over 
the years, and the roofs have a mixture of pitched and lean-to forms with 
a combination of concrete tiles and corrugated metal. The walls are ran-
dom rubble stone, some with a render finish originally cream/white   
The buildings are of no architectural significance and the cost of renova-
tion is uneconomic so a new four bedroom house is proposed. Downstairs 
there will be a kitchen, dining room, snug, and living room with a single 
storey addition for a piano room/playroom abutting and connected to the 
main house. Provision has been made for a future lift and modifications  
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can be made to make the second bathroom into a future ensuite. The 
house exceeds Nationally Described Space Standards for a 4-bed 2 storey 
dwelling.  The design is a modern interpretation of a traditional farm-
house, the roof pitch and materials similar to the existing house.  
The existing house has very low ceilings, incompatible with modern living 
standards. Much of the volume of the proposed house is generated by an 
increase in ceiling heights. The existing house has a volume of 578m3 and 
the outbuildings 426m3. The new house volume is to be 958m3 and the 
new outbuildings 320m3. This equates to a 65% increase in volume for 
the house (much of it attributable to having modern ceiling heights) and a 
43% decrease in volume for the outbuildings.  In contrast, the footprint of 
the existing house is 152m2 whilst the new house has a footprint of 
158m2 (+ 4%).  
 

As the roof pitch of the proposed is similar to the existing, the house sits 
higher in the landscape [by 2.2m – see comment below]. The new ridge 
line will be similar in height to the existing chimney and does not break 
the skyline set by the trees in the background.  
 

Most of the outbuildings on the site will be removed as they are in a poor 
state of repair, save for the stone barn and the corrugated metal barn on 
the west side of the house which are to be repaired and will remain. A 
double garage is to be built.  
 

The south facing roof will have a photovoltaic array. Heating and hot wa-
ter will be provided by an air source heat pump. The design maximizes 
internal levels of daylight and complies with the Simplified Method when 
assessed against Approved Document O, Overheating. Rainwater will be 
stored for use in the garden, with any excess draining to the new pond or 
to the soak away.  An EV charging point will be located in the garage.   
The north and east walls will be faced with random stone (from the exist-
ing house) , the window lintels and cills provisioned in cast stone, The 
west and south sides are more modern in elevation and window design 
but the walls are to be rendered being typical of other buildings in the 
landscape. The windows are uPVC throughout to match the existing, with 
windows in the stone façades coloured white, whilst those in the render 
will be Chartwell Green. The roofs will have a similar pitch to the existing 
house but will be finished with artificial slate, and the roofs to the single 
storey addition and the garage having standing seam metal roofs to match 
the existing outbuildings.  
 

A new natural pond will be formed in the lowest part of the garden, 
providing a habitat for frogs, toads and newts, and nest-building materials 
for swallows and House Martins. The pond will also attract insects for for-
aging bats. A new bat loft will be accommodated above the proposed gar-
age, sized for Lesser Horseshoe bats, and bat boxes will be incorporated 
into the gable walls on the North, East and West sides suitable for Pipi-
strelle bats. A range of bird box designs will be fixed to the trees in the 
gardens to accommodate sparrows, robins, nuthatches, and owls.  
MCC Planning Policy H5 permits the replacement of dwellings provided 
that:  
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the original dwelling is not a traditional farmhouse, cottage or other build-
ing that is important to the visual and intrinsic character of the landscape 
and has not been demolished, abandoned or fallen into such a state of 
disrepair so that it no longer has the appearance of a dwelling;   
the design of the new dwelling is of a form, bulk, size and scale that re-
spects its setting;                                      
the proposal does not require an unacceptable extension to the existing 
residential curtilage;                                
the replacement dwelling shall be of similar size to the replaced;  
any outbuildings should be modest in size and sensitively located and it 
can be demonstrated at the time of the original application that adequate 
ancillary garage and storage space can be achieved for the dwelling.   
Where the replacement of an existing dwelling can be considered accepta-
ble in principle under Policy H5, the replacement dwelling shall be of simi-
lar size to that replaced.  
 

Supplementary Planning Guidance: Replacement Dwellings and Extensions 
to Dwellings in the Countryside (2015) advises that it is reasonable to take 
into account the size of extension that might be permissible under Policy 
H6 (Extension of Rural Dwellings). While SPG regards up to a 50% in-
crease in volume to comply with Policy H5 it does recognise that excep-
tions to extensions can also apply to replacement dwellings.  
 

The applicant's Design & Access Statement asserts that the cottage has a 
constricted room layout with shared bedroom access so is by no means 
generous in size or representative of a typical modern-day house hence an 
increase above 50% is justified and can be accommodated within the con-
text of the site and the surrounding landscape. 
 

Councillors may be concerned that the roof ridge height of the new house 
will be 2.2m above the existing and the impact this will have on the land-
scape. The existing house is of 1 ½ storeys and Councillors may wish to 
consider whether the replacement house should be similar given that alt-
hough the existing house does not sit on the skyline, it is visible from the 
Usk Road. Councillors might also wish to give thought to the compatibility 
of the proposed utilitarian monoculture building design with the surround-
ing traditional Monmouthshire farm building landscape.  
 

Recommendation : SCC have reconsidered this application and whilst it 
still has reservations on the grounds set out in our response last year, SCC 
has no further objection provided planning consent is subject to the terms 
and conditions set out in the attached emails with the MCC Planning Of-
ficer. 
Cllrs agreed to no further objection. 
 
Memorial Clock Repair – Progressing, awaiting CCCo to visit on 
site. Thanks to Cllrs Todd & C Martin for their ongoing support with this 
project.  
 

Risk Assessment – Reviewed Ongoing Action Clerk & Cllrs  
 

ANPR:  Awaiting news from Gwent Police Action Clerk to Chase .  
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Planters & Verges:  MCC confirmed that SCC can fit 2 x planters in 
agreed locations in Mynyddbach. Actions Clerk to contact A Orrell.   
Planter opposite the Tredegar Arms – Action: Awaiting contact from 
Pub.  
 

Verges, Action: Quote in progress.  
 

Traffic events & Date results:  Data received from the 6 x traffic loops 
in the area which now needs to be reviewed. Cllrs discussed having simi-
lar loops in the Village to look at speeding. 
No speeding events reported.                                               
 

Grant Earlswood – Resolved to pay £250 donation towards electrical 
costs. 
 

COUNTY COUNCILLOR REPORT   
 

Cllr L Brown had nothing to report for August due to MCC not meeting.  
 

Police report – No report received.   
 

To agree the date of the next meeting  
Councillors agreed the date of the next meeting on Monday 6th October 
2025 at 7.00pm by public meeting in Shirenewton Recreation Hall or 
remotely via Google meet 
 

Contact the Clerk to the Community Council  
E-mail: shirenewtoncc.@gmail.com  Mobile: 07410 580961 

 

 
 

mailto:shirenewtoncc.@gmail.com
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SERVICES AT SHIRENEWTON CHURCH IN OCTOBER 
  

 

  Sunday 5th  October 10.00  Harvest Thanksgiving Morning Praise  
      with Hymns 
   

  Sunday 12th October 10.00  Eucharist with Hymns. Service to be  
      taken by the Very Rev’d Ian Black,  
      Dean Newport (St Woolos’) Cathedral 
 
  Sunday 19th October 10.00  Eucharist with Hymns. Service to be  
      Taken by Bishop Cherry Vann of 
      Monmouth, Archbishop of Wales 
 

  Sunday 26th October  10.00  Eucharist with Hymns 
 
  

   
All are welcome to join us and enjoy refreshments in the church rooms 

after Sunday morning service 
 

Information of all services at the twelve local churches that make up the 
Severn-Wye Ministry Area (MA) can be found at www.severnwyema.co.uk 

and elsewhere in the magazine 
 

Congratulations to our 200 Club winners in September: 

 1.  Jenny  Peirce   2.  Glynis MacDonald 
 
    3.  Cynthia Smith 

http://www.severnwyema.co.uk
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We start our 2025/2026 year off meeting at our usual time 
(7.30pm) but we intend to meet during the Winter months in 
the afternoon (2.00pm) as this seems a sensible decision, this 
will be a trial for this year, we will see how we get on. 
Our September meeting will be on Tuesday, 30th September at 
7.30pm, at the Church Room.  The speaker for the evening 
will be Annie Rainsbury who will give a talk entitled ‘The 
Piercefield and Nathaniel Wells’. 
 

Our October monthly meeting is entitled ‘Mari Llwyd’, I hope 
the title has whet your appetite, so come along and find out 
just who (or what) the Mari Llwyd is or was! 
 
 DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 
 

Wednesday,     9th September, Archive Meeting, Church 
Room, 2.00pm   
Tuesday,         28th October, Monthly Meeting, 7.30pm, Church 
Room,  
                        Title of Talk: Mari Llwyd,  
                                        given by Sue & John Exton 
 
Book of the Month: ‘Thomas Cromwell’’, Robert Hutchinson. 
Documents: Registers of Caerwent, 1569 – 1812 
                    Registers of Llanfair discoed, 1680 - 1812                    
         
Why not come and check out our range of local history 
books, documents, tithe and census records and much 
more. Our Archive Meetings are open to everyone not 
only members. Check out the dates above. 
 
 
 

SHIRENEWTON LOCAL HISTORY SOCIETY 

 Registered Charity No. 1090167 
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 DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 
 

OCTOBER 
 

Sunday 5th   Harvest Thanksgiving Service 
10.00 a.m.   St Thomas à Becket Church, Shirenewton 
 

Monday 6th    Shirenewton Community Council meeting 
7.00 p.m.   Shirenewton Recreation Hall 
 

Thursday 9th   WI meeting: Cyber/On Line Security by David 
7.15 p.m.   Cornwell—Shirenewton Recreation Hall 
 

Saturday 18th  ShAMBLE 
6.30 p.m.   Shirenewton and Mynyddbach 
 

Sunday 19th     ShAMBLE 
6.30 p.m.   Shirenewton and Mynyddbach 
 

Tuesday 28th  Shirenewton Local History Society: Mari Llwyd by 
7.30 p.m.   Sue and John Exton—Shirenewton Church Room 
 
NOVEMBER 
 

Saturday 1st   Chepstow Male Voice Choir concert 
7.00 p.m.   St Thomas à Becket Church, Shirenewton 
 

Sunday 9th     Remembrance Sunday 
10.00 a.m.   Earlswood and Newchurch West Village Hall 
 

Saturday 22nd   Christmas Market 
11.30 a.m.—1.30 p.m. Shirenewton Recreation Hall 
Saturday 22nd   Chepstow Choral Society—Dream of Gerontius 
 

Saturday 29th   Christmas Craft Fair 
1030 a.m.—1.30 p.m. Earlswood and Newchurch West Village Hall  
 
DECEMBER 
 

Saturday 13th  St Woolos Sinfonia Concert 
7.00 p.m.   St Deiniol’s Church, Itton 
Saturday 13 th  Christmas Quiz 
    Earlswood and Newchurch West Village Hall  
 

Sunday 14th    Christmas Music from the Chepstow Choral Society 
3.00 p.m.   St Mary’s Priory Church, Chepstow 
 
 
 
 

severnwyema.co.uk 
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DEFIBRILLATOR LOCATIONS 
(Cabinets do not require codes, they are  
unlocked although they have a key pad) 

 
Carpenters Arms (on the Usk road) 
 

Huntsman Hotel (on the Usk road 
 

Recreation Hall (Shirenewton village) 
 

The Tredegar Arms (The Square, 
centre of Shirenewton) 
 

Great House Farm complex (off Old 
Road), Earlswood (north)
[repair.decrease.fussy] 
 

Earlswood Hall 
(Earlswood) 
 
(House half way between 
Blethyn Close and the  
School in Mynyddbach) 
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www.shirenewtonchurch.com 
  

You may recall that in last month’s article we discussed some of the chal-
lenges of AI and the so called ‘AI model collapse’. As it happens, no soon-
er had I sent Editor Bill my article a couple of relevant items appeared in 
my inbox. 
  

For example, The Register reported that “MIT's NANDA (Networked 
Agents and Decentralized AI) report, …. revealed that 95 percent of com-
panies that have adopted AI have yet to see any meaningful return on 
their investment.”  The report continues that “only 5 percent of custom 
enterprise AI tools reach production”. An example is given of the Com-
monwealth Bank of Australia (CBA), which is asking its former call centre 
frontline employees to return to work as the introduction of AI in their 
place meant that the call volume increased. The Register reports also 
notes that this AI model collapse is being reflected in AI centric company 
share prices. 
  

Also, the Telegraph reported that “A taxpayer has been scolded by a 
judge for using an Artificial Intelligence (AI) chatbot to fight his £13,000 
tax case”.  Apparently, “HMRC noticed the three fictitious tribunal deci-
sions when reading through his skeleton argument, which was submitted 
the day before the hearing”.  This is a classic case of AI hallucinations 
which we have previously discussed. Also, remember, a lot of these hallu-
cinations make it into print which then become input to the AI models. It’s 
this GIGO (Garbage In, Garbage Out) problem which, as I noted last 
month, means that the model becomes poisoned with its own projection 
of reality. 
  

There is no doubt that AI is a major development. But the hype behind it 
means that it is being used in inappropriate ways and has yet to find its 
sweet spot. We should remember that all that glistens is not gold. 
  

Following on from last month’s discussion regarding the impact of the 
implementation of the UK Online Safety Act, it’s now the EU which is 
wrapping itself in all sorts of trouble with the controversial proposal for 
legislation called "Chat Control 2.0". This would require the scanning pri-
vate messages for child abuse material. To be clear the proposals involve 
automated scanning on the devices. It seems that they envisage that the 
scanning would automatically take place after the message has been de-
crypted. Critics, of which there are many, point to the legislation opening 
the door to mass surveillance and the privacy issues which arise. 
  

There is also the issue of false positives. Some may recall the case a cou-
ple of years ago (mentioned more than once in my previous articles) of 
the case of a father who was asked to send his doctor a picture of his 
child’s rash. The Google AI algorithm falsely identified this as child abuse 
material and he was reported to police, etc. The upshot of it was that he 
lost access to his Google account and no amount of evidence that the 
report was a false positive would unlock the account. I used this case to 
illustrate why it is necessary to have back-ups of your online accounts, 
but it neatly also illustrates the issues around false positives. 
  

 

http://www.shirenewtonchurch.com/
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The vote will take place in October. Obviously, it is unclear what any 
final law would look like and how it would operate. The major concern is 
that, while the aim to combat child abuse is very laudable, once the 
technology is in place, it is relatively trivial to start expanding its remit 
and using it for scanning for ‘incorrect’ political opinions, etc.  A number 
of operators have indicated that they will leave the European market if 
they are forced by law to undertake such development. 
  

And, just as there are a number of ways around the UK Online Safety 
Act (VPN usage reportedly up 1,800%), there will be ways around this. 
There is rarely any benefit when politicians get involved in making laws 
about technology they simply don’t understand. 
  
Moving onto more mundane matters …. 
  
Microsoft Will Stop Supporting Windows 10 on 14th October 2025. This 
means that there will be no more updates or security patches or any-
thing really. If you continue to run a Windows 10 PC you will be opening 
the door to security risks.  I have covered the alternatives in previous 
articles and have no intention of repeating myself other than to say, 
again, if you continue to run a Windows 10 PC you will be opening the 
door to security risks. 
  

Finally, as if to emphasise my repetition of security risks above, The Dai-
ly Mail recently reported that “Hackers have breached a major Google 
database, putting the accounts of 2.5 billion Gmail users at risk of being 
hijacked by scammers”. They apparently stole personal information in-
cluding names and phone numbers but, allegedly, not passwords. This 
has massively increased phishing attempts with people getting texts and 
even phone calls from scammers masquerading as Google trying to get 
them to divulge their passwords (be tricked into resetting the passwords 
on sites controlled by the scammers which ask them to input their cur-
rent passwords to ‘validate’ their account). Google will not call you.  If 
someone claiming to be from Google calls you they are a scammer. 
  

If someone calls you claiming to be from Google ignore them, they 
aren’t. Hang up. Or, if you are like me have fun with them and, if they 
swear at you before they hang up, you’ve won the game! Top tip to get 
them to swear at you: ask them if their mother knows they scam people 
for a living. Likewise, generally ignore texts from Google and visit their 
website by typing it input your browser before doing anything. 
  
Safe browsing 
  
David Cornwell 
Webmaster 
www.shirenewtonchurch.com 

http://www.shirenewtonchurch.com/
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Gardening Corner  
 

Since last month it has seemingly done nothing but rain! Of course it was 
extremely welcome for many of us, but probably not for those who still 
had kids on school holidays and perhaps were still away on their’ holiday’  
away. As I mentioned last month, we only watered the vegetables, so the 
beds used for cut flowers, and the herbaceous borders had to fend for 
themselves. Plants were starting to look very sick, despite occasional wa-
tering with wastewater from the washing up bowl etc.  
 

The initial couple of weeks of bits of rain here and there and fortunate-
ly thunderstorms that never materialised – for us here, anyway, were a 
waste of time. It wasn’t until we got some ‘proper’ rain before things really 
started to respond. It was only a matter of days before green shots start-
ed to emerge from our grassy areas which are loosely described as lawns. 
Felicity had been spending a lot of time going around the flower borders 
cutting back what were seemingly dying plants. A late version of the 
‘Chelsea chop’ where you cut herbaceous plants back around the time of 
the Chelsea Flower show – hence the name, to encourage bushier plants, 
more prolific flowering and to get flowers over a longer period. The idea 
was to try and protect the roots and the crown of the plants – an early 
dormancy period if you like. The results have been incredible. Nearly all of 
the herbaceous plants started to shoot out again and have already got 
masses of succulent new growth. The ones that got the chop early on – 
mostly the early flowering plants such as astrantia and geraniums, have 
grown so well that they have started flowering again already. We had ex-
pected a mass loss of plants, but the current signs are very promising. 
Yes, there will be some losses, but these generally appear to be plants 
that were old and probably seen better days anyway. There has been a lot 
of talk about gardeners having to learn to live with climate change and to 
make the necessary changes to what we grow and how we grow them. 
The thought of having to grow a lot of mediterranean type 
plants doesn’t really do it for me. The odd succulent plant might have a 
place, but I conjure up thoughts of succulents, thick leaved herby 
types and maybe even cacti everywhere, which doesn’t ‘hack it’ for 
me I’m afraid! Hopefully I will be long gone before such extremes are nec-
essary. Instead, I will start with the basics such as increasing the amount 
of organic content in the soil, the use of more mulching material as a top 
dressing, or more hoeing of the beds (especially the vegetable beds. All 
these are meant to increase the retention of water in the soil, and to mini-
mise any evaporation through loss of water to the atmosphere. Hoing is a 
good way not only to remove weeds (and therefore competition for the 
precious water available to our plants), but also to prevent water loss by 
breaking the transpiration of water from the soil. A layer of dust on the  
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top is extremely good at ensuring the lower soil retains its moisture. We 
always struggle to produce enough compost from waste material such as 
plant cuttings, leaves, shredded paper etc.  I have tried, albeit half-
heartedly, to grow green manures with little success. There has been a lot 
talked about their value in recent years. I have therefore decided to make 
a conscious effort to give them a serious try this year, and currently five 
of the vegetable beds have been sown, with various seed mixes to see 
what performs best. Different mixes are best sown at different times of 
the year, so I have chosen those that need sowing now, are good at over-
wintering, and that will then be ready for cutting down, and digging into 
the soil come next spring. If you are interested in giving it a go, there is 
still time to sow. The soil will remain warm enough to get good germina-
tion results, and of course it is damp enough as well! Most suppliers look 
to be selling three packs for the price of two, if you shop around.  
 

In the vegetable garden we are making a conscious effort to try and re-
duce the amount we grow at any one time. In the past we have either 
sold excess produce, frozen it or given it away. Freezing vegetables is a 
good way to provide food out of season, but it is never quite the same as 
eating fresh produce. We have the facilities with the greenhouses and 
tunnels, to grow produce ‘out of season’ and in recent years, with milder 
weather at the end or the beginning of the year extending the growing 
period, we think we could grow a lot more things, perhaps at times you 
wouldn’t expect. Yes, there is a risk to this, but one we think worth tak-
ing. I have mentioned before about growing French beans early in a tun-
nel. This year we were picking beans in June. A time when normally you 
would only just be planting young plants outside (after the last late frost). 
We have tried other options too. We cropped calabrese in early summer 
but sowed a new crop and planted these in the large tunnel in late July. 
These have been growing exceptionally well, and all the plants now have 
heads on them, the first of which will be ready for cutting in the next 
week or so. In addition, I sowed some more calabrese seed at the start of 
August, the seedlings were transplanted into pots and in the last couple 
of weeks, these have been planted out into a tunnel bed and are already 
getting well established. The last couple of winters have been mild 
enough that, with a little bit of extra cover, will mean these plants should 
thrive, and provide us with a very early spring crop, probably in April. So, 
it is very much a case of taking every opportunity that climate change 
might bring, as well as adapting to the downsides. Talking of which, on-
ions, shallots and garlic were usually started by planting out the ‘sets’ or 
bulbs in Spring. It is recognised now that many varieties benefit from be-
ing planted in the Autumn. This means that they establish roots quickly, 
due to the inherent warmth still in the soil, but more importantly, it is  
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acknowledged that they benefit from a period of cold. Overall, this means 
that they are ready to get growing when the weather warms up in the 
Spring. This will be my next job, although I do still cheat a little bit in that 
I plant them in pots and keep them in either one of the greenhouses or 
tunnels over Winter. They are all unheated, so the plants get the cold 
temperatures they need, yet I can cover them up if the weather should 
turn particularly bitter. So, a bit of an insurance policy.  
 

With our intention to move on, I had to take the decision to give up the 
bees. They couldn’t have gone with us, and in recent years it has become 
much more difficult to sell the honey, which covers the cost of keeping the 
bees going. It is no longer a cheap hobby. So, I started to sell everything, 
including the bees and hives ready for the sale of the house. As you know, 
this didn’t happen in the end. I do have one bee hive, with its colony, and 
this years honey crop, which I now need to find a home for, if there are 
any takers out there?!  
 
Happy gardening until next month, Steve and Felicity Hunt.  
 

  Severn Wye Bible Study Group 
 

We are a small group of Christians enjoying a warm and nurturing 
fellowship together.  We read scripture and talk about what it 
means and how we can apply it to our daily lives. We are learning 
together and  there is no such thing as a silly question. If you're 
even a tiny bit curious, come along.  Give it a go....you may love it 
as we do!!!! 
 

Where: Shirenewton Church Room 
When: 14.45 Tuesday afternoons 
Why: Because it's encouraging, uplifting and good for the soul. 
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STARGAZING 
 
 
 
 
 

As it is now getting darker earlier there are more opportunities for stargaz-
ing. This is particularly true after the clocks go back on 26th October, giving 
extra darkness in the evening.  
 
The constellation of Cygnus the Swan lies pretty much directly above. It is 
in the shape of a cross – in fact it is sometimes called the Northern Cross. 
According to legend, Jupiter the king of the Gods changed himself into a 
swan when he wanted to visit Leda, the wife of the King of Sparta. In 
memory of the episode, he placed a swan in the sky. Deneb, the brightest 
star in the constellation, is at the tail of the swan, whilst Albireo forms the 
"head" of the Swan. Albireo is worth looking at through a small telescope. 
It consists of 2 separate stars, one gold in colour the other blue. 
 
The planet Saturn is slightly yellow and can be seen in the evening to the 
south-east, and is close to the Full Moon on 5th October. Bright Jupiter is 
just above the eastern horizon. It is joined by the Moon on the 13th. 
 
Looking at Jupiter with binoculars or a small telescope should give a good 
view of Jupiter’s four largest moons: Io, Europa, Ganymede and Callisto – 
they form a line with the planet. In 1610 the Italian scientist Galileo used a 
telescope for the first time and discovered the moons of Jupiter. The four 
moons have been called the Galilean Moons ever since. 
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 FAIRTRADE NEWS OCTOBER 2025 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
FAIRTRADE FORTNIGHT  22/9-5/10 
 
This Fairtrade Fortnight thousands of individuals, schools, 
community groups and companies across the UK will unite under 
Fairtrade’s ‘DO IT FAIR’ campaign to celebrate and stand with the people 
around the world behind the everyday products we love.  The campaign 
this year will shine a light, specifically, on the tea industry and the workers 
who deserve to live with dignity, and encourage consumers to demand 
fairness from crop to cup.  But for some of the people growing our food, 
that’s not the reality.  The simple act of buying Fairtrade products like tea, 
coffee, bananas, chocolate, offers a powerful way to change the world for 
the better. 
 
Community groups will be calling on the government to take stronger ac-
tion in the tea industry and will be asking their local MP to join the grow-
ing calls for new legislation to require businesses to protect human rights 
and the environment in their food chain.  With the UK government having 
just launched a review of its policy on responsible business conduct 
Fairtrade Fortnight is an opportunity this year to push for meaningful poli-
cy change that will improve the lives of the people who produce Britain’s 
tea, coffee and more. 
 
As volatile pricing, climate pressures and economic instability deepen 
global inequality and impact farmers worldwide FT Fortnight calls on the 
public to act.  Choosing FT products like tea – as well as other everyday 
essentials produced overseas including bananas, coffee, chocolate etc – 
ensures farmers receive the FT Minimum Price as a vital safety net and 
are empowered to invest their FT Premium in their farms, families and 
futures in ways that they themselves choose. 
 
Research highlights the strength of public demand for Fairtrade. 
 

 7 out of 10 UK adults purchased a FT product in 2024 
         85% believe farmers in low-income countries should receive stable, 
 fair pay. 
 

This overwhelming support is reflected in the more than 350 leading UK 
retailers and brands who champion FT sourcing and who are committed to 
transforming global trade for the better.  Businesses behaving responsibly 
is not just good ethics – it’s what customers expect. FT delivers real im-
pact for the people around the world who are growing our food - people 
here in the UK want to see that change! 
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 WHEN YOU SEE THE FAIRTRADE MARK: 
 

 The FT producer group received a price that aims to cover its aver
 age costs of production 
 Plus the FT Premium, an extra sum of money to invest in their busi
 ness or in community projects of their choice 
 Workers have rights to decent wages, to join unions and to work in 
 safe conditions 
 Farmers and workers, including women, have the opportunity to 
 have their voices heard 
  
It’s time to consider FT purchases for that fandango of consumerism in 
late December!  A friend bought 4 bottles of Palestinian olive oil for her 
relatives – an excellent choice – delicious, ethical and USEFUL! 
 
Oxfam has some FT - food and crafts.  Local supermarkets have a few FT 
products but ETHICAL SUPERSTORE has many, many more!  (I can order 
for you so you don’t incur postage!) 
 
Marion McAdam  641 316   msm316@gmail.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

mailto:msm316@gmail.com
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NEW ADVERTISING RATES 

 

TO ADVERTISE IN THIS MAGAZINE CONTACT 

 

Bill Clark: 01291 641783; parishmagshirenewton@gmail.com 

The editor reserves the right to print free content and  

free advertisements in black and white 

 

New Advertising Rates for Commercial organisations 

with effect from 1st September 2025 

 

12 months 10 issues 

Quarter Page £65 

Half Page £120 

Full page £400 

 

 

New Advertising Rates for Commercial Organisations 

that support the Church and the local community 

 

12 months 10 issues 

Quarter Page £65 

Half Page £120 

Full page £200 

 
 

Advertising for Local and Charity organisations is free. 
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LOCAL CONTACTS 
 

Severn Wye Ministry Area    severnwyema.co.uk  
Ministry Area Leader   Zoe and Barney Pimentel  07754 306229 
    severn.wye.MAL@gmail.com 
Team Vicar   Fr Michael Gollop  01291 622 064 
  frmichaelgollop1@gmail.com  
Team Vicar   Reverend Philip Averay  01291 620980 
    revphilipaveray@gmail.com 
Associate Priest   Reverend John Waters  07836 585 250 
Ministry Area Leader’s Warden Ros Downes 
Ministry Area People’s Warden David Carne  david-carne@outlook.com  07887 853479 
Ministry Area Lay Co-Chair Hilary Hillier 
Ministry Area Treasurer  Kevin Higgs 
     

Church of St Thomas à Becket, Shirenewton 
Lay Eucharistic Minister  Gilly Lambert   07821 725 690 
Church Warden Aileen Doggett    01291 641 459 
Church Warden Andrew Baker   01291 641 925 
LCC Secretary John Montague   01291 329 481 
 jmontyvet@hotmail.co.uk 
LCC Treasurer  Graham Lambert  01291 641 175 
LCC Members  Janet Horton   01291 641 783 
  James Leney   01291 641 271 
  Wendy Montague  01291 329 481 
  Sally Saysell   01291 641 369  
 John Burrows   01291 641 845 
 Jane Smith-Haddon  01291 641525 
Organists  Karen Millar   01291 650 521 
  James Leney   01291 641 271 
Tower Captain  Mike Penney   01291 650 653 
Saysell Centre Booking  Will Smith-Haddon  07977 281 147  
    churchroombooking27@gmail.com 
Safeguarding Officer  Andrew Baker   01291 641 925 
Church Flowers  Maureen Moody   01291 641 524 
Parish Magazine Editor  Bill Clark   01291 641 783 
Parish magazine distribution Jane Smith-Haddon  01291 641 525 
200 Club  Aileen Doggett    01291 641 459 
 
 

Ministry Area Council Representative  
    Wendy Montague  01291 329 481 
    

MP/Monmouth CC & Community Council Representatives   
 

Shirenewton Community Council  
Clerk: Jan McLagan     shirenewtoncc@gmail.com 
 

Shirenewton and Mynyddbach Ward 
Philip Butterworth (Chair)  01291 641704 philip.b@shirenewtoncc.org.uk 
Catherine Martin (Vice Chair)  01291 329610 cathie.m@shirenewtoncc.org.uk 
Gary Mitchell    07979 913555 gary.m@shirenewtoncc.org.uk 
Vacancy 
Vacancy 
 

Earlswood and Newchurch Ward 
Ian Martin    07467 176977 ian.m@shirenewtoncc.org.uk 
Geoff Todd    07855 301806 geoff.t@shirenewtoncc.org.uk 
    

MCC for Shirenewton 
Louise Brown    07598 979719 louisebrown@monmouthshire.gov.uk 
 

Member of Parliament 
Catherine Ann Fookes    catherine.fookes.mp@parliament.uk 
 

Member of the Senedd 
Peter Fox MS    01291 674898 Peter.Fox@senedd.wales  
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Police and SPCO Contacts 
 
In an emergency    999; 
To report an incident to the Police 111  
To contact the Local SPCO   Toby Wall email:Toby.Wall@gwent.police.uk 
     
 
Other Local Organisations 
Beavers      Julie Hitchcock   01291 650548  
Church Fete   John Burrows   shirenewtonfete@gmail.com 
Earlswood Hope     Mr Raymond Jeremiah  01291 641726 
Earlswood & Newchurch West Memorial Hall    
Chairman    Becca Allen 07889762840 chair@earlnew.com 
Treasurer   Geoff Todd 07855301806 treasurer@earlnew.com 
 
Earlswood Valley Methodist Chapel    
    Avril Smith     01291 627677 
Gaerllwyd Baptist     Mrs E Remnant  Brooklands, Usk Road NP16 6SA 
Recreation Association    Beverly Lyndsay   07798 780971  
    beverlylindsay@btinternet.com 
Recreation Hall booking Beryl Saysell       01291 641637  saysellberyl@gmail.com 
St Peters Church Newchurch    

    Enid Heritage     01291 622708 
    enidheritage@gmail.com 

 
Shirenewton Local History Society   

    Dorothy Brabon  01291 641376        
    brabonnl@hotmail.com 
 
Gwent Wildlife Trust Shirenewton and Mynyddbach Meadows  

(previously SAMFAL)   01600 740600  
 
Caerwent Group Mothers Union 

    Rosemary Carey   01291 425010   crcandkili@tiscali.co.uk 
       Treasurer Bridget Evans 01291 408125   
    bridget.caldicot@gmail.com 
 
 
Shirenewton Play Group    Beverly Lindsay     Shirenewtonplaygroup@gmail.com 
Shirenewton Primary School  
    Mr Nick Penn, Head Teacher 01291 641774 
    shirenewtonprimary@monmouthshire.gov.uk 
Shirenewton Toddler Group Sarah Parker   07971 783434 
 
 
Shirenewton Tennis Association    
    Andy Orrell  shirenewtontennis@gmail.com 
 
Fairtrade      Marion McAdam     01291 641316    msm316@gmail.com 
 
Womens Institute (WI)   Angela Gray (President)      
    angela.deepwier@btopenworld.com  
    Jane Butterworth (Secretary)    01291 641704. 
 
If you know of any changes or omissions please contact the Editor Bill Clark  
Telephone 01291 641783 or email parishmagshirenewton@gmail.com 

mailto:email%3AToby.Wall@gwent.police.uk
mailto:angela.deepwier@btopenworld.com
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SHIRENEWTON PARISH MAGAZINE 

EDITORIAL INFORMATION 

 

Published: by The Church of St. Thomas à Becket Shirenewton 

Editor: Bill Clark 01291 641783 email: parishmagshirenewton@gmail.com 

The cost of the Magazine is £1.50 per issue/10 issues for £14.  

Copies are delivered free by local distributors to those who have pre-paid. 

Monthly copies are available at the Church. 

Previous editions of the magazine are available online on the Church 

website at www.shirenewtonchurch.info.     

 

To order your regular copy, contact Jane Smith-Haddon 

01291 641525/07816 233554  dolly.shirenewton@gmail.com  

The editor reserves the right to print free content and  

free advertisements in black and white and at a size to fit the 

pagination of the magazine.  

 

Editorial policy is to print what you provide, space and technology  

permitting.  The views expressed are those of the contributor. 
 

 
 

Preferred Document format is an MS Word document attached 

to an email.  Preferred Advert and Photograph format is JPEG 

attached to an email 

 

Deadline for the November 2025 issue is  

9:00 a.m. Monday 27th October 2025 
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