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 FROM THE REGISTERS 
 

The funeral took place on 2nd February 2023 of Marion Reece (1945
-2023) with the Reverend John Waters officiating.  
 
Calling all 200 Club Members! 
 

200 Club subscriptions for this year are now due in March.  Many 
people have already set up standing orders (thank you!), but for 
those of you who prefer to pay by cash or cheque please contact 
Aileen Doggett at Church House, Shirenewton, Chepstow, 
NP16 6RL, (01291 641459, 07814 451943,  
aileendoggett@btinternet.com),  as soon as possible.  If paying by 
cheque, please make the cheque payable to “Shirenewton PCC 200 
Club”. 
 

If you’re new to the area and are wondering what the 200 Club is 
all about, then read on… 
 

For each £10 subscribed you are allocated a unique number which 
is entered into the monthly draw.  You can sponsor as many mem-
bership numbers as you like in your own name, on behalf of family 
members or even a pet! 
 

There are 10 draws per year, August and January being the  
exceptions, and each draw pays out prizes of £40, £30, £20 and 
£10.  The draws take place on the third Sunday of the month.  The 
four lucky winners are announced in church and are notified in the 
Parish Magazine. 
 

Where does the money go?  Two thirds of the money goes to you 
as prize winners and the other third goes towards the upkeep of 
the church.  
 

We value your continued support.  Many thanks, Aileen. 

 

There was no 200 Club draw in January 

 
 
 

mailto:aileendoggett@btinternet.com
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CHURCH SERVICES 
 

Please note that all Church services start at 10 a.m. on  
Sunday mornings in the church of St Thomas à Becket,  
Shirenewton.  Times may vary for Remembrance Sunday and 
the periods over Easter, Christmas and New Year, but they 
will be reported in this magazine. 
 

CHURCH SERVICES ON ZOOM 
 

Some services will be available to join via Zoom, if you cannot 
attend in person.  Please contact Gilly Lambert (see contact 
list)  if you would like to be included on the distribution for 
Zoom service invitations.  
 
SHIRENEWTON COMMUNITY COUNCIL (SCC) GRANTS 

TO THE PAROCHIAL CHURCH COUNCIL (PCC) 
 

The PCC is delighted to report that Shirenewton Community 
Council (SCC) approved the following grants at their meeting 
on Monday 8th August 202:  
 

£500 contribution to the Parish Magazine printing costs 
 

£800 contribution to grass cutting and maintenance of the  
churchyard and grounds 
 

£80 contribution to the Christmas Event 
 

 The PCC is very grateful to the SCC for these grants. 
 

SHIRENEWTON FOOD BANK 
 

Thank you to the many people who leave donations for the 
Bulwark Food Bank. Donations can be left in the church but 
sometimes the church is not open and so the donations can 
be left under my veranda or by my front door or in the plastic 
box on my bench and then I can take them down to The 
Food Bank.  Now more than ever, things are getting tight and 
your  generosity is hugely appreciated by the people who  
operate the Food Bank from The Bridge Church in Bulwark. 
Thanks again,  
 

Glynis MacDonald,  The Chantry, 641 818  
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FROM THE VICARAGE 
Julian E Ll White 

 

So far the New Year has been challenging at the Vicarage. 
 

Sandra was whisked into one of the Bristol hospitals where she was 
diagnosed with a heart condition and was subjected to an operation 
as a result. Life at the Vicarage has been somewhat disrupted as a 
result and I thank you for your understanding and patience in the 
circumstances. 
 

As we enter into the time of Lent, the church communities of our 
newly established Area Ministry offer a comprehensive range of 
seasonal devotions which should enrich those who are serious 
about journeying upon the Lenten pilgrimage. Full details can be 
found elsewhere in this magazine and notice given at the individual 
churches. 
 

At the commencement of this Holy Season the churches of the 
group will be providing a special service on Ash Wednesday (22nd 
February). Mathern Church is presenting a themed Holy Eucharist 
which includes the Imposition of Ashes at 10am. 
 

Lent is a time when we are invited to explore the significance of 
spirituality and reflect upon the dual biblical claim that We are but 
dust and unto dust we shall return but also the confident assertion 
that we are Created in the image of God. We are both material and 
spiritual, sacred and profane and commitment during Lent helps us 
to resolve this apparent dichotomy and bring us closer to God. We 
look forward to your company. 
 

I must congratulate all those associated with Shirenewton Church 
for their financial generosity in respect of the number of appeals 
received over recent months. 
 

In particular, I am mindful of the situation in Ukraine and the recent 
tragedy afflicting those in Turkey and Syria. Shirenewton Church 
has responded magnificently and have set an example for many to 
follow, They have displayed the understanding that whilst 'charity 
begins at home', the sincere Christian is aware that everyone is 
their neighbour and that which affects a group geographically 
distant impinges on us also. 
 

As a result of the formation of the Ministry Area, it would appear 
that a regular pattern of officiants at the Sunday services is being 
established, At the time of going to press, and with the support of 
the Chepstow group, John Waters, Gilly Lambert and myself now 
find ourselves in the position of knowing where we should be on 
any given week!  With every good wish and blessing.                



       7 

 

 



 
      8 

 

 



       9 

 

 



 
      10 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Shirenewton Community Council 
 

Includes updates from the December and January  
Community Council Meetings  

  

Planning Applications Considered in December 
 

DM/2022/01070 Wentwood Mill, Buckwell Road To 
Gaerllwyd Baptist Chapel, Earlswood 
Refurbishment and extension to existing cottage and erection of 
new detached garage and associated extension to residential  
curtilage. 
Recommendation: Objection based on the grounds that the pro-
posed new building is not sympathetic to either the existing cottage 
or the local landscape, the colour/finish to the walls and the  
materials and the colour of the roof is unspecified. 
Shirenewton Community Council require further clarification, (as 
requested by Landscape Green Infrastructure Urban Design) and 
the opportunity to comment further when this clarification is  
available. 
 

Pre-order Consultation – Path Extinguishment and Creation 
– Buckwell Farm, Pencaemawr 
Recommendation: No Objection 
 

Planning Application Considered in January 
 

DM/2022/01777 Westend Cottage, Shirenewton To  
Wentwood Mill Road, 
Earlswood, Shirenewton 
First Floor Extension over existing Ground Floor to create two bed-
rooms. 
Recommendation: Unanimous no objection (one abstention). 
 

Shirenewton Play Area and Mynyddbach Green Update 
In the January meeting of the Community Council, approval was 
given to purchase and replace a swing seat on the large swings in 
the play area and to initiate the repairs required to the picnic bench 
on Mynyddbach Green. 
 

Excerpts from the County Councillor Reports for December  
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2022 and January 2023 – due to the delay in publication, 
some out of date information regarding public consultation 
and Severn Bridge closures has been removed.  The full  
reports are available in the respective Minutes on the  
Community Council Website. 
 

County Councillor Brown advised: 
 

County Council on the 1st of December 2022 
 

There were various reports to the County Council including the 
RLDP report on the preferred strategy which council agreed to go 
out for consultation, see note below. 
 

The link to the County Council report can be found here: 
 

https://democracy.monmouthshire.gov.uk/ieListDocuments.aspx?
CId=143&MId=5012  
 
Cabinet Report on the 7th of December 2022 
 

It will be noted that the month 4 revenue report detailed in the  
November 2022 County Councillor report noted a £8.8m shortfall in 
the MCC budget. The funding shortfall in month 6 has increased to 
£9.15 million.   
 

The link to the Cabinet reports can be found here including the  
revenue report: 
 

https://democracy.monmouthshire.gov.uk/ieListDocuments.aspx?
CId=144&MId=4983 
 

Green Waste Collection. 
A consultation on the green waste bin collection is/has been under-
taken which closes on the 12th of December, with existing users 
being directly contacted. This consultation mentions, the £23m 
funding shortfall forecast for next year for MCC. The consultation 
asks for various options including keeping the collections the same 
but charging £50 per bin as opposed to £28 per bin. Garden Waste 
collection was subsidised previously and the £50 per bin is to cover 
the costs, as collecting garden waste is a discretionary service 
provided by the County council and not part of its statutory duties.  
 

https://www.monmouthshire.gov.uk/recycling-and-waste/garden-
waste/ 
 

Bristol Clean Air Congestion Charge  
 

Charging started on the 28 November 2022 for some vehicles for 
the Bristol Clean Air Zone, it is possible to check the registration of 
your vehicle to see if you must pay a charge on the Government 
website. See Bristol.gov.uk site. 
 

https://democracy.monmouthshire.gov.uk/ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=143&MId=5012
https://democracy.monmouthshire.gov.uk/ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=143&MId=5012
https://democracy.monmouthshire.gov.uk/ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=144&MId=4983
https://democracy.monmouthshire.gov.uk/ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=144&MId=4983
https://www.monmouthshire.gov.uk/recycling-and-waste/garden-waste/
https://www.monmouthshire.gov.uk/recycling-and-waste/garden-waste/
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County Councillor Report January 2023 
 

County Councillor Brown advised: 
 

Special meeting of the People Committee on the 3rd of  
January 2023 
 

The Cabinet member decision to close the Tudor Street centre for 
adults with learning disabilities in Abergavenny with plans to build 
affordable housing in place of the centre were called in due to the 
lack of scrutiny of the decision. This decision has been referred to 
the full County Council meeting on the 19th January 2023. The  
reports for this meeting can be found at the following link: 
 

https://democracy.monmouthshire.gov.uk/
ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=304&MId=5636 
 

Place Committee on the 12th of January 2023 
 

The Place Committee will consider various reports including the local 
toilet strategy, rural broadband update, and the garden waste  
collection consultation.  The consultation results showed an over-
whelming 67% of respondents supporting a continuation of the  
service at £50 per bin. The Service is expected to be £50 per bin for 
20 collections March through to November 2023. The reports for 
this meeting can be found at the following link: 
 

https://democracy.monmouthshire.gov.uk/
ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=303&MId=5320 
 

Additional information provided by County Councillor Louise 
Brown since the January Community Council meeting: 
 

Cabinet on the 18th of January 2023 
The Cabinet reports include documents on the forthcoming budget 
with a public consultation open from the 18th of January and public 
consultation events in person or online. The proposals include a 
5.95% rise in Council tax and a £11.4 million other cuts to meet the 
unprecedented budget pressures. The details of the proposed cuts 
can be found at paragraph 3.13 of the following report: 
 

https://www.monmouthshire.gov.uk/app/
uploads/2023/01/20230118-Cabinet-Draft-2023-24-Revenue-Capital
-Budget-for-consultation-Covering-report-Final-v2.pdf 
 

The details of the consultation events and to have your say on an 
online form can be found at the following link on the budget  
 

https://democracy.monmouthshire.gov.uk/ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=304&MId=5636
https://democracy.monmouthshire.gov.uk/ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=304&MId=5636
https://democracy.monmouthshire.gov.uk/ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=303&MId=5320
https://democracy.monmouthshire.gov.uk/ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=303&MId=5320
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.monmouthshire.gov.uk%2Fapp%2Fuploads%2F2023%2F01%2F20230118-Cabinet-Draft-2023-24-Revenue-Capital-Budget-for-consultation-Covering-report-Final-v2.pdf&data=05%7C01%7Clouisebrown%40monmouths
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.monmouthshire.gov.uk%2Fapp%2Fuploads%2F2023%2F01%2F20230118-Cabinet-Draft-2023-24-Revenue-Capital-Budget-for-consultation-Covering-report-Final-v2.pdf&data=05%7C01%7Clouisebrown%40monmouths
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.monmouthshire.gov.uk%2Fapp%2Fuploads%2F2023%2F01%2F20230118-Cabinet-Draft-2023-24-Revenue-Capital-Budget-for-consultation-Covering-report-Final-v2.pdf&data=05%7C01%7Clouisebrown%40monmouths
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2023/24 and the consultation which is open from the 18th of Jones 
Tel: 01291 650133       E-mail: shirenewtoncc@gmail.com  
January until noon on the 16th of February 2023: 
https://www.monmouthshire.gov.uk/budget-2023-2024/ 
 

Dates of next meetings - Monday 6th February 2023 and 
Monday 6th March 2023 both at 7.00 pm, by public meeting 
in Shirenewton Recreation Hall. 

  

Find more information in a draft copy of minutes on the 
Community Council notice boards. Previous, approved 
minutes of meetings can be found on the Council’s website 
www.shirenewtoncc.org.uk   
 
 

Contact the Clerk to the Community Council - Mrs Natasha  
Jones  Tel: 01291 650133        
E-mail: shirenewtoncc@gmail.com  
 

mailto:shirenewtoncc@gmail.com
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.monmouthshire.gov.uk%2Fbudget-2023-2024%2F&data=05%7C01%7Clouisebrown%40monmouthshire.gov.uk%7Cd6651628ef9c426dd21508daf94e9ed5%7C2c4d0079c52c4bb3b3cad8eaf1b6b7d5%7C0%7C1%7C6380964133044804
http://www.shirenewtoncc.org.uk
mailto:shirenewtoncc@gmail.com
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Shirenewton Community Council 
 

Includes updates from the Community Council Meeting on 
February 6th 2023  

  

Planning Applications Considered in February  
 

DM/2023/00138 Pant Y Cosyn Farm, Usk Road, Earlswood, 
Shirenewton 
Change of use from barn conversion holiday let to a single dwelling 
(residential let). 
Recommendation: Unanimous no objection (one abstention).   
The Council noted that there would be no change to the exterior of 
the building and that parking arrangements were already in place.  
The Council noted the application was ‘for change of use for the 
unit so that it can be occupied as a long-term short hold let to  
people with a local connection’ and asked that this should be made 
a condition if the application is approved. 
 

Other Items of Interest 
 

Community Council Meetings 
The Council is pleased to confirm that the project to make all  
Community Council meetings hybrid meetings is complete.  This 
means that Councillors and members of the public will be able to 
attend the meetings either in person at Shirenewton Recreation 
Hall or remotely dialing in using Microsoft Teams (video  
conferencing).  The new equipment was tested when the first  
hybrid Council meeting successfully took place in February. If 
members of the public would like to attend a Community Council 
meeting remotely, they can contact the clerk, who will send them a 
link a few days before the meeting.  
 

Play Area Swing Repair 
A new seat has been installed on the large swing set in the play 
area.  This replaces the previous one that was split in several  
places. 
 

Telephone Box 
A note has been placed in the telephone box kindly requesting that 
residents leave “books only” in the telephone box (not toys or  
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DVDs) and requesting that any drop-offs be placed tidily.  This will 
help people to view the books more easily and the community to 
use this small space effectively. 
 

Excerpts from the County Councillor Report for February 
2023 – due to the delay in publication, some out of date 
information regarding public consultation has been  
removed.  The full reports are available in the respective 
Minutes on the Community Council Website. 
 

County Councillor Brown advised: 
 

Budget 2023/24 
 

Cabinet on the 18th of January 2023 
 

The Cabinet reports include documents on the forthcoming budget 
with a public consultation open from the 18th of January and public 
consultation events in person or online. The proposals include a 
5.95% rise in Council tax and a £11.4 million other cuts to meet the 
unprecedented budget pressures. The details of the proposed cuts 
can be found at paragraph 3.13 of the following report: 
 

https://www.monmouthshire.gov.uk/app/
uploads/2023/01/20230118-Cabinet-Draft-2023-24-Revenue-Capital
-Budget-for-consultation-Covering-report-Final-v2.pdf 
 
The proposals in total bring forward service budget savings of 
£11.4m. The notable savings proposals are: 
 

Schools funding - £1.45m. This amounts to a reduction in the 
budget delegated to schools of 2.8% after making full provision for 
pay and energy increases. 
 

 • Gwent Music reduced contribution - £100k. withdraw subsidy 
from the service. A hardship fund will be maintained to support  
pupils from low-income families.  
 

• Before School Clubs increased charges - £70k. To increase the 
charges of before school clubs to £2 for a morning session of child-
care.  
 

• Children’s services - £1.36m. Re-evaluating current processes and 
decisions around high-cost placements complemented by a review 
of family time service development, and a review of structures and 
service operating costs.  
 

• Adult’s services - £2.0m. Re-sizing direct care for some clients 
and rebalancing in house/external provision. The introduction of a 
fall’s prevention and early intervention service to reduce the  

https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.monmouthshire.gov.uk%2Fapp%2Fuploads%2F2023%2F01%2F20230118-Cabinet-Draft-2023-24-Revenue-Capital-Budget-for-consultation-Covering-report-Final-v2.pdf&data=05%7C01%7Clouisebrown%40monmouths
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.monmouthshire.gov.uk%2Fapp%2Fuploads%2F2023%2F01%2F20230118-Cabinet-Draft-2023-24-Revenue-Capital-Budget-for-consultation-Covering-report-Final-v2.pdf&data=05%7C01%7Clouisebrown%40monmouths
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.monmouthshire.gov.uk%2Fapp%2Fuploads%2F2023%2F01%2F20230118-Cabinet-Draft-2023-24-Revenue-Capital-Budget-for-consultation-Covering-report-Final-v2.pdf&data=05%7C01%7Clouisebrown%40monmouths
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number of people being placed in nursing/residential care from 
home or hospital. 
 

 • Learning disabilities - £300k. Remodelling of learning disability 
and mental health teams that will involve a decrease in team man-
agement hours.  
 

• Public Protection - £103k. Staff restructuring within the Public  
Protection service.  
 

• Decarbonisation - £714k. Reducing energy consumption across 
the Council’s estate.  
 

• Fleet Maintenance - £160k. Reduction in operating fleet and mile-
age reduction. • Passenger Transport Commissioning - £70k. New 
acceptable routes implemented to reduce transport requirements 
based on current transport policy. 
 

 • Neighbourhood Services - £210k. Reduction of grounds mainte-
nance operations, cessation of the community improvement teams, 
increased income from external contracts. Service reconfiguration of 
sweeping functions across the county. 
 

 • MonLife - £648k. A range of measures including service redesign 
and cost savings with the aim of maintaining service delivery within 
a reduced funding envelop. 
 

 • Community Hubs - £150k. Reduce staffing levels at community 
hubs to reduce costs and keep all hubs open with reduced service 
levels. A one-year reduction in the budget for library books by 50% 
or £45k. 
 

 • Contact Centre - £112k. To reduce staffing levels in the contact 
centre by 2.5 FTE.  
 

• People & Governance - £80k. Increase income in Communications 
and Land Charges.  
 

• Landlord services - £665k. Reduce the corporate building mainte-
nance revenue budget; review the property estate and explore  
options for further rationalisation; increase income from Solar farm 
export tariff.  
 

• ICT - £149k. Mobile phone contract savings.  
 

• Revenues, Systems & Exchequer - £126k. Remove budget ear-
marked for a discretionary business rate relief scheme.  
• Fees & Charges - £1.4m. Increased income generation through a 
range of increases in discretionary fees & charges across the  
Council’s services. 
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Comment:  
Home to School Transport Savings Proposals 
 

Current Policy 
 

As per the Learner Travel Measure and Monmouthshire’s Transport 
Policy free home to school transport is now only provided to pupils 
who attend their catchment or nearest school and live more than 
1.5 miles from their Primary School and more than 2 miles from 
their Secondary School.  These distances relate to the shortest avail-
able walking route between home and school, accompanied by an 
adult if necessary. 
 

Proposed Savings Policy 
 

The above proposals for school transport changes means limiting 
free home to school transport down to the statutory distances. It 
would then apply to children who live more than 2 miles from their 
Primary school  and more than 3 miles from their Secondary school. 
The concessionary travel cost if not eligible would increase from 
£440 per annum per child to £550 per annum per child for Mon-
mouthshire residents  if any space on the school bus is available.  
 

Speed Monitoring 
 

Following complaints from local residents and as part of Neighbour-
hood policing week in January 2023 Gwent Police Monmouthshire 
Officers conducted speed monitoring in Caerwent and Shirenewton. 
Shirenewton average was 17mph in a 20mph zone. Caerwent aver-
age was 28mph in a 30mph zone. Please see my twitter account 
Louise Brown @CLouiseBrown82 for a picture of a police officer in 
Shirenewton village. 
 

A full schedule of meeting dates for 2023 has now been 
published on all noticeboards and on the Community Coun-
cil website, future dates are as follows: 
 

March 6th 2023 
April 3rd 2023 
May 4th 2023 (Thursday - Bank Holidays on 1st & 8th May) 
June 5th 2023 
July 3rd 2023 
August 1st 2023 (Tuesday) 
September 4th 2023 
October 2nd 2023 
November 6th 2023 
December 4th 2023 
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All meetings start at 7pm and can either be attended in  
person via a public meeting in Shirenewton Recreation Hall 
or remotely via Microsoft Teams (a link will be provided on 
emailing the clerk). 

  

Find more information in a draft copy of the minutes on 
Community Council notice boards. Previous, approved 
minutes of meetings can be found on the Council’s website 
www.shirenewtoncc.org.uk   
 

Contact the Clerk to the Community Council - Mrs Natasha 
Jones    Tel: 01291 650133        
E-mail: shirenewtoncc@gmail.com  
 
 

Shirenewton W.I. 
 

We were very fortunate to welcome Su Baldwin as our speaker for 
February.  Su regaled us with the story of her experiences during 
the Clipper Around the World Yacht Race, sailing as Team Sanya 
China.  The race is the world’s longest Ocean adventure, over 
40,000 miles, taking almost a year to complete. It is the toughest 
endurance challenge, as all crew members are amateurs, with over 
5,000 people from all over the world and all walks of life having the 
Race of their Lives! 
 

The Sanya is a 70ft long yacht with a 100ft high mast, the tip of 
which would often touch the sea during story weather! The team 
took part in the 8 legs and 15 races over 6 continents, with an 
overall final position of 6th. For most of the race they took middle 
position and also won 1st, 2nd and 3rd on three of the legs.  

http://www.shirenewtoncc.org.uk
mailto:shirenewtoncc@gmail.com
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The race started at Southend Pier, with all eleven yachts sailing 
down the English Channel in bad weather and headwinds, then out 
into the Bay of Biscay leading all the way, until arriving at port in 
South America having come 2nd on this first leg. The second leg 
across to Cape Town was challenging, with huge storms sweeping 
the yacht, tomato ketchup flying around and the curry leaping off 
the stove!! Onward to Freemantle sailing close to the iceberg line 
and then up to Whitsunday. Next to China but Covid struck and the 
yachts were not allowed into China. Instead, they sailed to Shang-
hai and raced in the South China Sea to wait it out. However, lock-
down occurred and the teams were flown home, where they sat 
and waited for 2 years. Su re-joined the race in Seattle, sailing  
onwards through the Panama Canal to Bermuda, New York,  
Londonderry, over Scotland and back to London.  
 

Sue started off in charge of victualling – catering for 18,000 meals 
throughout the course of the race. The first leg called for three 
meals a day for 18 crew members for 36 days, all stored in sealed 
containers, labelled with the day number. This would then all have 
to be replenished at the next port. Eventually, Su swapped this job 
to take on sail repairs, sitting in the sail locker doing most repairs 
by hand, with a number of sails being rebuilt 4 or 5 times each 
through the course of the race.   
 

Some of Su’s lasting memories of the race were the amazing  
colours of the oceans, the water phosphorescence at night and the 
wildlife. Albatross, bottle nosed dolphins and whales were common 
sites, with storm petrels demonstrating their spectacular gliding 
skills.  
 

Su was awarded the “Challenge Trophy” as Yachtsperson of the 
Year, by the Bristol Channel Yachting association, which is  
presented each year to the Bristol Channel yachtsperson who 
achieved the greatest sailing accomplishment in that year. 
 

Crew members raised over £1 million, with Su herself raising £3500 
for UNICEF. Su’s enthusiasm was inspiring and we were all amazed 
and in awe of her strength and tenacity to have undertaken such a 
challenge. She says she would do it again in a heartbeat!! 
 

Our next meeting is Shirenewton W.I.’s 71st Birthday Party, on 
Thursday 9th March at 7.15pm at Shirenewton Recreation Hall, with 
our April meeting hosting a talk on Aromatherapy. If you would like 
to find out more about Shirenewton W.I. then please contact Diane 
Ashton Smith (01291 628838) or Jane Butterworth on  
janeb247@gmail.com. 
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You can be serious! 
 

This year our Lent Groups will be using David 
Wilbourne’s book, “You can be Serious” to study 
Jesus, as given in the Gospel readings for Lent 
this year. 
 

There are 5 sessions, and we are meeting on a 
Monday at 11am in Shirenewton Church Rooms, or 
at 7:30 in The Piercefield Pub, St Arvans.  You can 
come in person or attend online! 
 

Monday 27th February: Temptation . . .  
On checking every word that comes out of the 
mouth of God  
  

Monday 6th March: Strangers in the night . . .  
Nicodemus came to Jesus under cover of dark-
ness: finding God in surprising places  
  

Monday 13th March: The winner takes it all  
‘You worship what you do not know’: upping our 
game with worship  
  

Monday 20th March: I was blind but now I see: ‘A 
god who can be understood is no god’  
  

Monday 27th March: Them bones, them bones, 
them dry bones, hear the word of the Lord! con-
trasting events in John with parables in the other 
3 gospels… 
 

The course has a study book, copies of which will 
be available to purchase at the meetings, or you 
can download an e-book copy from SPCK  
publishing.  
 

For more information, or to get details of how to 
attend online please email chepstowpri-
ory@gmail.com, or text / call Ros Downs on 0792-

mailto:chepstowpriory@gmail.com
mailto:chepstowpriory@gmail.com
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www.stepwisepodiatry.co.uk 
 

Poppy Rastall BSc (Hons), MSCh, SRCh, HCPC reg 

Podiatrist / Chiropodist 
 

 Nail care, Corns, Callus, Verruca treatment, Sports Injury treatment  

Ingrown toenails & Nail Surgery, 

Diabetic foot health checks 
 

Call today for an appointment 

01291 689 917 
 

Clinic locations in Chepstow and Tintern! 

Stepwise Podiatry, Ashweir Lodge, Main Road, Tintern, NP16 6SE 

Unit 2, Riflemans Way, Chepstow, NP16 5EJ 

Home Visits available for house bound patients only 
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The first meeting of 2023 started with a talk entitled ‘Nelson’s State 
funeral’ this was given by Susan Amos.  Susan has just written and 
published a book with the same title, which is an excellent read 
(available at Chepstow Book Shop). Beautifully illustrated, with 
painted glass slides painted shortly after the funeral, a really  
fascinating talk. 
 

Once again this year we are going to join with Caerwent Historic 
Trust in a dig at Caerwent Church yard, members who are  
interested are invited to join us.  
 

Our annual Dinner will be held at the Huntsman Hotel in February, 
with a surprise after dinner speaker, I’ll spill the beans in the next 
Parish Magazine.  
  

Dates for your Diary: 
 

Tuesday, 28th March Henry VII   Prof Ronald Hutton 
 

Tuesday, 25th April       Chepstow Castle,  John Burrows 
  the Magna Carta.  
  Ireland, America  
  and the Moon!  

 

Our meetings are held at the Church Room, unless otherwise  
stated, we start at 7.30pm and everyone is welcome. 
 

SHIRENEWTON LOCAL HISTORY SOCIETY 

 Registered Charity No. 1090167 
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 
 

March 
Monday 6th   Lent Course 
11.00 a.m.   Shirenewton Church room 
Monday 6th    Shirenewton Community Council Meeting 
7.30 p.m.   Recreation Hall 
 

Thurs 9th   WI 71st Birthday party  
7.15 p.m.   Recreation Hall 
 

Monday 13th   Ministry Area Praying Together 
7.30 p.m.    St Christophers Church, Bulwark 
 

Saturday 25th   Music for a King, Chepstow Choral Society 
7.30 p.m.    St Mary’s Priory Church, Chepstow 
 

Monday 27th  Ministry Area Praying Together 
7.30 p.m.    St Christophers Church, Bulwark 
 

Tuesday 28th   Shirenewton Local History Society 
7.30 p.m.   Henry VIII , Shirenewton Church room 
 

Monday 27th  Ministry Area Praying Together 
7.30 p.m.    St Christophers Church, Bulwark 
 

April 
Monday 3rd   Compline, Thomas à Becket Church.  
10.00 a.m.   Shirenewton 
Monday 3rd   Shirenewton Community Council Meeting 
7.30 p.m.   Recreation Hall 
 

Friday 7th    Family walk up Gray Hill 
10.00 a.m.   Reservoir car park 
 

Sunday 9th   Eucharist, Thomas à Becket Church.  
10.00 a.m.   Shirenewton 
 

Monday 10th   Ministry Area Praying Together 
7.30 p.m.    St Christophers Church, Bulwark 
 

Monday 24th  Ministry Area Praying Together 
7.30 p.m.    St Christophers Church, Bulwark 
 

Tuesday 25th  Shirenewton Local History Society 
7.30 p.m.   Chepstow Castle, etc —John Burrows 
 

May 
Thursday 4th  Shirenewton Community Council Meeting 
7.30 p.m.   Recreation Hall 
 

June 
Saturday 10th  Shirenewton Fete 
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Turkey-Syria Earthquake 
Appeal Coffee Morning and 

Cake Sale 
A big, big thank you to everyone who rallied round to support 
the Coffee Morning and Cake Sale in the Saysell Centre on 
Sunday 19

th
 February, which, including online donations, at 

the time of going to press raised an amazing total of: 

£809.50 
It was a very lively and happy morning in the Saysell Centre, 
with old friendships being renewed and new ones made.  The 
event received tremendous support from the community, with 
many people sending donations if they couldn’t attend in per-
son and many more turning up. 
This event was put together at very short notice, as we felt it 
was important to act swiftly, no one really took the lead, but 
many people came together, taking their own initiative to 
make it a success.  There was coffee and tea with cakes and 
biscuits, a draw for a bottle of champagne, and a huge spread 
of scrumptious homemade cakes for sale. 
The Saysell Centre is always open for free coffee, cake 
(usually homemade) and fellowship after services on a 
Sunday and a warm welcome is extended to all whether 
you come to church or not!   Do drop in and join us. 
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‘Box for Living’ appeal 
 

Every year at the run up to the festive season we run our main 
appeal. Last year we donated £3,000 to two food banks in our 
area. This year we are focusing on young people who are leaving 
care at the age of 18. Lions 'Box for Living' is an initiative, operated 
in collaboration with Social Services, to provide local young people 
leaving care with a box of essential items to assist them in running 
their home, and helping them to start living independently.  
 

This is a terrifying experience for many youngsters who have no 
experience of living in the wider world. They have no family to sup-
port them and no frame of reference for how to embark on setting 
up and running their own home. It can be a desperately lonely and 
scary experience. 
 

Please help us in this effort. We aim to provide around 20 'Box for 
Living' at an estimated cost of £100 each. It has been a difficult 
couple of years for many of us but whatever you can donate to this 
appeal will help enormously.  
 

DONATE HERE> https://www.justgiving.com/campaign/
boxforliving 
Alternatively, cheques made payable to Chepstow and 
Caldicot Lions Club, can be sent to The Lion Secretary,  
Chepstow and Caldicot Lions, Box for Living Appeal 
31 Edmond Locard Court, Chepstow, NP16 6FA 

https://www.justgiving.com/campaign/boxforliving?fbclid=IwAR0AjMWxhZsR-R5LWNny0zGt9VUWOPYb_I6jV7PdTV6Uxsh3OCGpVWstiAc
https://www.justgiving.com/campaign/boxforliving?fbclid=IwAR0AjMWxhZsR-R5LWNny0zGt9VUWOPYb_I6jV7PdTV6Uxsh3OCGpVWstiAc
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Gardening Corner 
 

Living in the countryside you soon learn to live with the wildlife 
around you. Some are a sheer pleasure to see and create memo-
ries for many years, and we have certainly experienced our share 
here at Barn Farm. Dormice, baby badgers frolicking on an early 
summer’s morning, playful weasels, the odd red kite (we still only 
see the odd one here), the first house martin or cuckoo all spring 
to mind. Others, are not so welcome. Moles, mice and the occa-
sional rat are inevitable. Despite having Wentwood forest so close, 
it is only recently that we experienced our first problems with deer. 
Although we didn’t see it, the tell-tale signs of fraying from antlers 
rubbing up and down, were clear to be seen on several young coni-
fers that we had planted. Fortunately, we hadn’t removed the lower 
branches, so the damage was limited on most, but one quite rare 
five needled pine did receive a little too much attention and it is 
touch and go whether it will survive or not. Mice have been damag-
ing our bee hives again, but more of that later. At this time of year 
we always bring in the odd unwelcome guest with our firewood. 
The first we know is when we have an over-wintering queen wasp 
walking across the floor, or crawling up a window. However, this 
year was a first. You know what it’s like – you are sitting working at 
the computer when something appears to move in your peripheral 
vision or there is a reflection in a glass’s lens! Looking down on the 
floor, there was something dark moving across the carpet – very 
slowly. We have occasionally had a bat that has accessed through a 
partially open window, and that’s what immediately sprang to 
mind. Instead, I was surprised to see a baby toad! I can only imag-
ine that it must have come in with the firewood, so it was a very 
lucky toad really. It soon found it’s way out to the flower garden, 
where it went on its merry, if a little colder, way. 
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With the continuing dry weather we have been trying to catch up, 
or even get ahead in the garden with tidying up, especially  
weeding. We have been concentrating on the flower borders, 
with the assistant head gardener cutting down all of the old 
growth, whilst I come behind weeding and forking over the soil. 
It is still early in the year, so some of the more tender perennials 
are being left until the threat of really cold weather has past. One 
of the key jobs as we go, is to prune the rose bushes. These are 
now established, so growth is reduced by a half in the case of the 
bush roses, and for climbers, last years growth is reduced to 
around two inches. I make sure any dead, crossing or weak 
branches are removed at the same time. The ideal time is  
January or February to get this done, but it is better to cut in 
March if you need to, rather than not prune at all. We have also 
started pruning our apple and pear trees and these really must be 
finished in February or at the very latest, the first couple of weeks 
in March. Any later, and the sap will be rising, which will result in 
the trees losing a lot of sap. 
 

In the fruit cage, all the ground was weeded and tilled, and the 
fruit canes, (raspberries and blackberries) and bushes, 
(blackcurrants and red currents) have been pruned. A little late 
really, but they won’t come to much harm. We will have a rest 
from the flower borders occasionally, and turn our attention to 
the raised vegetable beds instead – a change is as good as a rest! 
As always, they will be weeded and tilled and covered with black 
ground cover to prevent weed growth. I would cover with com-
post as well, but what we have at present, hasn’t rotted down 
well enough to use. The heaps are to be seen steaming away on 
a cold day, so hopefully it won’t be long before they are ready. In 
the tunnels, the onions and garlic are starting to establish as are 
some early sweet peas that have been planted out. We are still 
cropping the ‘green’ vegetables, picking calabrese at least once or 
twice a week. Yesterday, we had our first purple sprouting which 
tasted sublime. Amazingly, we are still using our stored apples, 
both eating and cooking, as well as onions, garlic and shallots. 
We did have problems with the potatoes starting to shoot in the 
mild weather, but of late, this has slowed down with the colder 
nights. Currently, this year’s seed potatoes are on a window sill in 
the garage, chitting (sprouting growth), and I hope to get the 
first planted under cover at the end of February. 
 

We have started sowing the first crops for this year, with the 
show onions and early greens in the small seed propagator.  
Further sweet peas have also been started, as well as peas and 
broad beans. Next month, things will really start to ramp up in 
the greenhouse, and fortunately, power has now been restored. 
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Whilst working up the field the other day, I was concerned with 
several of the beehives. I noticed that mice had eaten their way 
into one through the plastic ‘bee escape’ at the top of the hive. To 
avoid this happening again, I removed several lids and replaced the 
plastic parts with metal bee escapes instead. Hopefully that will 
solve the problem. I also noticed that there were a lot of dead bees 
behind the mouse guards over the main entrance. I immediately 
thought the bees had succumbed to the winter and I had lost two, 
if not three of our hives. On with the suit, I immediately  
investigated by removing the guards and then clearing away the 
dead bees, but all appeared well. Whilst I was at it, I placed some 
fondant icing on the tops of the hives (under the lids), to give the 
bees some extra food, just in case supplies were starting to  
dwindle. There have been a lot of bees flying on the sunnier days, 
so fingers crossed that all is OK. What we don’t need now is a cold, 
wet period, just as they are wanting to get out and about on the 
spring like days.  
 
Happy gardening until next month, Steve and Felicity Hunt. 
 
 
 

GRW Services 
WELDING, FABRICATION and REPAIR WORK 

On all Farm, Plant Machinery & Commercial Vehicles 

 

Doors, Gates, and Railings for  
Agricultural and Ornamental Use 

 

Full on site facilities and over 25 years experience 

 

01291 650622 and 07899 081038 
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‘The Emperor’s New Clothes.’             

How good it was to see the SODS back in action up at 
Earlswood Hall. And I must say, after their 2 year  
pandemic gap, it is  fantastic to reveal that they haven’t  
lost any of their pizazz. Indeed, if anything, they were 
better than ever, they were flawless with their  singing 
and dancing, they were sparkling  with  their  energy  and 
enthusiasm, they were fizzing with their verve, vitality  
and glamour. (It was so good in fact that I  am in danger 
of running out of superlatives.) But for an evening’s  
entertainment, we were exposed to all the vital  
ingredients of a superb panto, we had tailors  who had 
transparently bad designs on the money,  we had hand-
some heroes who uncovered the baddies’ plans, we had 
youngsters who could see right through the villain’s 
schemes,  we had a larger than life Dame who also helped 
lay bare the plot, we had a puffed up  Emperor who’s 
shenanigans  left little to the imagination  and then ,to 
the audience’s complete satisfaction, everything but  
everything was  finally revealed .                 
 

And  I hear  that an amazing  

£1,414  
was raised from  the donations for the programme and 
the refreshments  and this will  be shared equally be-
tween The Stroke Association and St David’s Associa-
tion.   Well done SODS!                                                        
Betty Buntait, Theatre Critic to West End and Earlswood 

Pictures on following pages... 



 
      42 

 



       43 

 



 
      44 

 



       45 

 



 
      46 

 



       47 

 



 
      48 

 

  

STARGAZING 
 

 
 
 
The constellation of Orion the Hunter lies directly to the South. Four 
bright stars represent his shoulders and legs whilst a further three 
form his belt. Above Orion and to the right is a very bright orange 
star called Aldebaran. It’s the brightest star in the constellation 
Taurus, the Bull and marks its eye. In classical times, the Greeks 
saw the constellation as Zeus disguised as a bull. Taurus is a  
member of the Zodiac, the twelve constellations which the Moon 
and planets travel through in a year. Looking further upwards and 
to the right you will see a small cluster of stars. These are called 
the Pleiades. With the naked eye, people can usually see six or  
seven stars in Pleiades. However, some people with better eyesight 
can see more. The cluster contains more than 200 young stars born 
some 50 million years ago, which means they are only one  
hundredth of the age of the Sun, our local star. Aldebaran means 
“the follower” in Arabic, as it rises above the horizon after the  
Pleiades. 
 
In the evening sky the orange planet Mars lies to the South above 
the bright star Aldebaran. It is close to the Moon on the 27th  
February. The bright planets Venus (the brighter of the two) and 
Jupiter lie in the south-west just above the horizon. They become 
closely separated towards the end of the month. They form a  
triangle with the crescent Moon on the 22nd . 
 
NASA has some beautiful images relating to astronomy on the in-
ternet at https://apod.nasa.gov/apod/astropix.html. They change 
each day.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://apod.nasa.gov/apod/astropix.html
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 FAIRTRADE NEWS February 2023 
 

Some of you may already know the sad news that 
Traidcraft has ceased trading.   This organisation 
was founded by social entrepreneur  Richard Adams 
in 1979 with a mission to change, in Adams’ words 
‘the entire, unjust, global economic system’.  It 
aimed to prove that trading fairly with small scale 
producers and artisans around the world could 
work commercially.  Traidcraft imported goods directly from devel-
oping countries and sold them to UK customers through church 
stalls, markets and later, shops and the Traidcraft website.  In 
1992 Traidcraft co-founded the Fairtrade Foundation which runs 
the Fairtrade Mark.  In a statement Charlotte Timson, CEO of 
Traidcraft’s charity partner Transform Trade, said ‘The company 
forged a path for ethical cross-border trade.  Back in 1979 there 
was no Fairtrade label and there were no ethical coffee shops – 
now you can walk into any supermarket and buy a host of fairly 
traded goods.  Hundreds of thousands of lives have been changed 
for the better because of the trail they blazed.  It’s no  
exaggeration to say that the fair trade movement as we know it 
would not exist without Traidcraft.’ 
This is a huge personal disappointment for me. I have been using/
selling Traidcraft goods for  30 years or so and Charlotte Timson’s 
remark about the availability of a ’host of fairly traded goods’ rings 
rather hollow.  Tea, coffee, chocolate and bananas – yes.   
Generally there is little else –no nuts, dried and fresh fruit, spices, 
rice, coconut products, muesli, jams, honey, curry sauces, cosmet-
ics….not to mention clothes or craft items . . . I could go on (and 
all too often do!) 
On a more positive note I should like to remind you all that  
Chepstow remains a Fairtrade accredited town (in the world’s first 
FT accredited country!) and to celebrate this year’s Fairtrade Fort-
night the forum has organised a Town Trail.  Questionnaires are 
available from Toytastik and Coffee#1, with a list of some of the 
FT suppliers in town.  Simply find out what is available!  Completed 
questionnaires will be entered into the Prize Draw to win a Hamper 
of FT goodies (worth more than £30). 
I plan to continue to source, buy and sell FT goods as best I can.  
The stall in the café in the Methodist Church (opposite M&S) will 
close but Oxfam will, I hope, continue to sell some FT items.   
Ethical Superstore is a good place to start. 
Meanwhile in this era of especially daunting news do consider  
supporting FT (and B corps!).  Treating producers and the environ-
ment with respect has never been more important. 
Marion McAdam   641316   msm316@mail.com  

mailto:msm316@mail.com
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Richard Kopp 
PLUMBING & HEATING 
 

01291 641581 

07780 703530 

richardkopp70@hotmail.co.uk 

www.rk-plumbingandheating.co.uk 

• Heating system  

installation & repair 

• Oil & gas boilers 

supply and installation 

• Bathroom &  

cloakroom 

installation 

• Oil & gas appliance 

servicing 

• Gas safety checks 

• Landlord certificates 

• Unvented hot water 

cylinder systems 

supply and installation 
OFTEC 

Registration 
Number: C12741 

GAS SAFE 
Registration 

Number: 512658 

 
 

DEFIBRILLATOR LOCATIONS 
(Cabinets do not require codes, they are  
unlocked although they have a key pad) 

 
Carpenters Arms (on the Usk road) 
 

Huntsman Hotel (on the Usk road 
 

Recreation Hall (Shirenewton village) 
 

Tredegar Arms (The Square, centre 
of Shirenewton) 
 

Earlswood Hall (Erlswood) 
 
(House half way between 
Blethyn Close and the  
School in Mynyddbach) 
 

Shirenewton School 
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Are you putting your online shopping to good use? 
 
The Lions Club of Chepstow and Caldicot are raising funds for the 
local community even during these lockdowns. With us all being confined 
to home for work and play, most of us have had to utilise online  
shopping, and this is looking set to continue as the new normal.  
 
The Lions Club of Chepstow and Caldicot serve local communities  
including our own, and like everyone else have had modernise through 
the use of technology. Some of their fundraising used to take place in 
supermarket doorways, but now a number of online mechanisms support 
their fundraising efforts.  
 
One such fundraising tool is Amazon Smile. Every time you shop online 
at smile.amazon.co.uk Amazon will donate a percentage of the  
purchase to The Lions Club of Chepstow and Caldicot. 
 
To find out more about this and other ways to support The Lions Club of 
Chepstow and Caldicot including Amazon Smile, Easyfundraising and 
Just Giving, please go to: www.chepstowcaldicotlions.org.uk/page-8.php  

http://www.chepstowcaldicotlions.org.uk/page-8.php
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LOCAL CONTACTS 
If you know of any changes or omissions please contact the Editor Bill Clark  
Telephone 01291 641783 or email parishmagshirenewton@gmail.com 
 

 
Church of St Thomas à Becket, Shirenewton 
Ministry Area Leader  Revd Philip Averay  01291 620980 
(designate)  revphilipaveray@gmail.com  
Rector Revd Julian White  01291 622317 
  Jel.white@btinternet.com 
Parish Priest  Revd Nansi Davies CBE  01633 400 519 
Lay Eucharistic Minister  Gilly Lambert   07821 725 690 
Church Wardens – Rector’s Sally Saysell   01291 641 369 
                         – People’s Andrew Baker   01291 641 925 
PCC Secretary John Montague   01291 329 481 
PCC Treasurer  Graham Lambert  01291 641 175 
PCC Members  Janet Horton   01291 641 783 
  James Leney   01291 641 271 
  Wendy Montague  01291 329 481 
 John Burrows   01291 641 845 
Gift Aid Secretary Vacant    01291 641 411 
Organists  Karen Millar   01291 650 521 
  James Leney   01291 641 271 
Tower Captain  Mike Penney   01291 650 653 
Saysell Centre Booking  Glynis MacDonald  01291 641 818 
Safeguarding Officer  Andrew Baker   01291 641 925 
Church Flowers  Maureen Moody   01291 641 524 
Parish Magazine Editor  Bill Clark   01291 641 783 
200 Club  Aileen Doggett    01291 641 459 
 
 

Church of St Tewdrics’s Mathern 
Secretary   Jen Marendaz   01291 329 422 
Church Warden  Elsbeth Morlan   01291 627 538 
    Peter Pope   01291 624 453 
Ministry Area Transition Team  
(Mathern Group)  Graham Lambert  01291 641 175 
    James Leney   01291 641 271 
    Ros Downs 
 
 

MP/Monmouth CC & Community Council Representatives   
 

Community Council Clerk Natasha Jones  01291 650133   shirenewtoncc@gmail.com 
 
Shirenewton Ward:            
Chair Philip Butterworth 01291 641704 philip.b@shirenewtoncc.org.uk 
Mynyddbach Ward: 
Vice Chair Keith M Dunn OBE 01291 641152 keith.d@shirenewtoncc.org.uk 
 Ian Martin 01291 650014  ian.m@shirenewtoncc.org.uk 
 Gary Mitchell 01291 641037  gary.m@shirenewtoncc.org.uk 
 Catherine Martin  01291329610  cathie.m@shirenewtoncc.org.uk 
   
Earlswood and                  
Newchurch Ward Andy Williamson 01291641451  andy.w@shirenewtoncc.org.uk 
  Elizabeth Wixcey 01291641216  elizabeth.w@shirenewtoncc.org.uk 
 

 
 
MCC for Shirenewton Louise Brown    07598 97971  louisebrown@monmouthshire.gov.uk 
 
Member of Parliament  David Davies     020 7219 8360 daviesd@parliament.uk 

mailto:Jel.white@btinternet.com
mailto:clairebrown@monmouthshire.gov.uk
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Police and Neighbourhood Watch Contacts 
 
Neighbourhood  Police Officer Matt Scree matthew.screen@gwent.pnn.police.uk 
Neighbourhood CSO                  Andrew Jones  Andrew.jones@gwent.pnn.police.uk  
 
Other Local Organisations 
Beavers      Julie Hitchcock   01291 650548  
Church Fete  
Earlswood Hope     Mr Raymond Jeremiah 01291 641726 
Earlswood & Newchurch West Memorial Hall    
    Glynis MacDonald    01291 641818    
    glynis.macdonald@btinternet.com 
Earlswood Valley Methodist Chapel    
    Avril Smith     01291 627677 
Gaerllwyd Baptist     Mrs E Remnant  Brooklands, Usk Road NP16 6SA 
Ranger Guides     Helen Cann   01291 6628534      cannhelen@gmail.com 
Recreation Association   Beverly Lyndsay   07798 780971 beverlylindsay@btinternet.com 
Recreation Hall booking Beryl Saysell       01291 641637  saysellberyl@gmail.com 
St Peters Church Newchurch    

    Enid Heritage     01291 622708 
    enidheritage@gmail.com 
 

Shirenewton Local History Society   
    Dorothy Brabon  01291 641376     brabonnl@hotmail.com 

Gwent Wildlife Trust Shirenewton and Mynyddbach Meadows  
(previously SAMFAL)   01600 740600  

 
Caerwent Group Mothers Union 
    Rosemary Carey   01291 425010   crcandkili@tiscali.co.uk 
       Treasurer Bridget Evans 01291 408125  bridget.caldicot@gmail.com 
 
Shirenewton Operatic and  Dramatic Society (SODS) 
    Glynis MacDonald    01291 641818     
    glynis.macdonald@btinternet.com 
 
Shirenewton Play Group    Beverly Lindsay     Shirenewtonplaygroup@gmail.com 
Shirenewton Primary School  
    Mr Nick Penn, Head Teacher 01291 641774 
    shirenewtonprimary@monmouthshire.gov.uk 
Shirenewton Toddler Group Jude Langdon   07981 368213 
    Paula Rimmer   rimmerpaula@mac.com 
 
 
Shirenewton Tennis Association    
    Andy Orrell  07974187458  
 
Fairtrade      Marion McAdam     01291 641316    msm316@gmail.com 
 
Womens Institute (WI)   Diane Ashton Smith (President) 01291 628838 
    Jane Butterworth (Secretary)    01291 641704. 
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SHIRENEWTON PARISH MAGAZINE 

EDITORIAL INFORMATION 

 

Published: by The Church of St. Thomas à Becket Shirenewton 

Editor: Bill Clark 01291 641783 email: parishmagshirenewton@gmail.com 

The cost of the Magazine is £1.50 per issue/10 issues for £14.  

Copies are delivered free by local distributors to those who have pre-paid. 

Monthly copies are available at the Church. 

Previous editions of the magazine are available online on the Church 

website at www.shirenewtonchurch.info.     

 

To order your regular copy, contact Aileen Doggett 

01291 641459 

Advertising Rates for Commercial organisations 

Full designated page for 12 months £150 

Full page 12 months 10 issues £100  

Half Page 12 months 10 issues £50 

Quarter Page 12 months 10 issues £25 

Advertising for Local and Charity organisations is free. 

The editor reserves the right to print free content and  

free advertisements in black and white 

Editorial policy is to print what you provide, space and technology  

permitting.  The views expressed are those of the contributor. 

 

Preferred Document format is an MS Word document attached 

to an email.  Preferred Advert and Photograph format is JPEG 

attached to an email 
 

 

Deadline for the April 2023 issue is  

9:00 a.m. Monday 27th March 2023 

 




